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INTRODUCTION. 

A FEW words to assign as reasons why the fol- 
lowing pages are brought before the Church, is 
deemed necessary : but the writer cannot recon- 
cile himself to have any recommendatory prefaces 
from man, to introduce to spiritual minds, that 
which is the work alone of God. He looks rather 
for the blessing of the Lord to follow it, than for 
the bell of some great man to be rung before it. 

First then, God laid the matter with a solemn 
weight upon the soul ; and has accompanied the 
writing with savor and power, and given the 
assurance it should accomplish his will. 

Secondly, That the church of Christ may bear 
their testimony to the truth of the work of God 
in the writer's soul, in opposition to the devil's 
strong and continued contention, for its being an 
outlandish and imheard of conversion. He main- 
tains that the writer never met with a parallel 
case all the days of his life, — which is true. That 
the people of God are sly^oy^ ^ViJftfex \ai&K^ ^^'"q^. ^ 



u. 

the religious world, or the reprobate ! from a self- 
righteous state, or openly sinful and wicked; 
but never from the regions of Art and Science. 
This the writer could not contradict from dbser- 
vdtion ; but he finds a mercifril provision is made 
or such an attack, in the incontrovertible scrip- 
tures of truth. God there declares, that '' the 
Lord of hosts doth take away from the men of 
Judah and Jerusalem the whole stay and staff of 
bread and of water ;" and that amongst these, his 
people is the " cunning artijicer" or ingenious 
ARTIST, and eloquent orator.'' (Isaiah iii. 1 & 3.) 

Thirdly, To show that the believer can and 
does backslide. 

Fourthly, To classify himself with those, who 
if they publish anything in the world, '^ publish 

THE NAME OF THE LORD." 

Chelmsford, 
August Ist^ 1849. 



THE fflSTOEY OF M IDOL. 



TnotTGH the impressions, whicli at the early 
lage of eight, when in a preparatory school, the 
writer received direct from God, were in after 
years somewhat confirmed by constant attendance 
on the searching ministry at " The Grove ;" yet 
during the spring of life there appeared to groW 
little or nothing, but the weeds of a carnal and 
corrupt nature. The tyro days of boyhood, there- 
fore^ were passed with the recollection only of 
the good discipline of one religious master, and 
the bad divinity that was preached at the village 
church by another. These being ended the writer 
in the year 1829, was ushered into commercial 
life, articled to a Colourman in London. 

The mind now freed from scholastic discipline, 
and as yet untaught the trials of an apprentice, 
breathed the fresh air of liberty, and walked at 
large in the regions of uncontrolled thoughts The 
world unfolded its inviting treasures ; pleasure 
presented its alluring charms, vice in every shape ; 
company of every sort, parties, places of amuse" 
ment, and public resorts ; each passed in review 
before him i but fame, immortal fame alone had 
a glory in it, unsurpassed by \Jafe ^^^\s\\s^^^;^^^- 
lence of every other atttact\0T\.% Vo^^^^*^^ "^^^^ 
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midst of men of genius, and surrounded by tl 
studios of painters ; to which from the associa 
nature of his calling, he had frequent and ea 
access ; the exquisite beauties of ' pictorial ar 
soon ravished his eyes. Captivated by the chai 
of colours in the bright productions of the limne] 
skill; the smouldering embers of intellectu 
depravity were so stirred up within him, th 
fired wiUi the fantastic hope of reputation, he 
once caught the high spirit of a painter, and e 
Up a study for himself. The rising flame w 
fanned by youthful ambition and pride ; and 
enchanted did the child become with the pleasii 
spectacles of artistic vanity that the easel pr 
duced, that he grew a confirmed enthusiast 
that art which he thought was the glory of tl 
world. 

A line of things was now chosen, socie 
selected and plans formed for the life of a Lam 
scape Painter, From this time business becan 
to his aspiring spirit a wearisome drudge, ai 
the ^ shop' had a lowness in it, much beneath tl 
pride of his ambitious mind. The language 
the heart set upon a professional elevation 
society; and contemptuously looking upon tl 
sordid idol of this *^ nation of shopkeepers 
then was 

'' For paltry gold let pining misers sigh, 
My sotd invokes a nobler deity I 
Smit with the glorious avarice of fame, 
I claim no less than an immortal name." 

ThuB, in the aspirations of gcmua^ ^-SLYkfe «« 
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the corraptible saeptre of renown, and pant for 
the laurels of fame. That shadow of useless good 
became to him, the soul and essence of all that 
was worthy of attainment ; and which was viewed 
as heaven's reward upon the mentally great, 
because, consequently, they were believed to be 
meritoriously good. This gave to the ebullitions 
of genius an impetus of unbounded desire, and 
which pushed his rising spirit for preferment, 
through all the obstructions of opposing persons 
and things. Fame expanded in glory, as it was 
pursued through difficidties. 

Thus inflamed by the fervour of youth for 
honour and distinction among men, there was such 
imwearied assiduity, close application, and con- 
stant practice, that no rest was given either to 
the mind or body. The midnight lamp was kept 
burning for the study of works of art ; or on the 
leads of the house-top, the hours for sleep were 
employed in portraying the bright features of the 
silver shining moon. Unwearied through excess 
of courage, and the clothes not taken off all night ; 
there was an anxious watching for the first light 
tinge of the morning sun, which was painted again 
at mid-day, when ti^e bright luminary was in its 
full meridian glory ; and the act repeated at sun- 
set to catch its last declining rays. Thus was 
the mind wholly absorbed in the contemplation of 
that which appeared to be most worthy the true 
di^ty of his nature, and the best calculated to 
brmg him happiness, rest, Wid^^wifc, 

But God, who is ric\i m maxc^^ ''^ «^^ "^"^^ 
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toe were dead in trespasses and sins,** and when 
the writer was walking according to the course 
of this world, fulfilling the desires of the flesh, 
and of the mind; for the great love wherewith he 
loved him, was carrying on a quickening work 
within ; that " in ages to come," (and it is now 
just twenty years ago) he might show the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, in his kindness towards 
him through Jesus Christ of which he hopes yet 
to speak. But, Lord, 

When I think in my heart, of the love thou hast shown. 

And the mercy bestowed upon me ; 
I scarcely have patience enough to go on, 

But would stop to talk only of thee. 

Still as it may not deduct from the glory of God, 
but the rather add thereunto in the end, perhaps 
the spiritual reader will bear with the writer 
awhile. 

About this time he placed himself, under a 
student of the Royal Academy, for instruction in 
the art of painting, and a friendship was also 
formed with a youth of expanding intellect and 
great limning abilities, who became his con« 
jBtant companion and fellow-worker at the same 
easel ; God was pleased to make use of both these 
acquaintances for his benefit. The first artist 
being introduced to his pupil's father, he was by 
him taken down into the country twice a week to 
paint the portrait of the writer's grandfather ; at 
whose abode was a sister, zealous for the Lord of 
hosts. There he was taught the ways of Chris- 
/&»27^ to which he conformed mlih ^Lij^ii^QiX^iiX. d{i- 
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light, and having learnt some of the language of 
Canaan, confessed he was made better by the 
visit. But on his return to town, the writer had 
occasion to go into an artist's colour shop with 
him, when he was immediately saluted by the 
proprietor (one of his worldly companions, and to 
whom in the mean time he had evidently made a 
mockery of his religious patrons) thus : — " Well, 
S. have you left the psalm-singing saints yet ?" 
A significant nod to silence was the only response, 
when the subject was stifled ; but ah, thought our 
hero, is this the way he has abused my sister's good 
instructions ? Though but a boy and in pursuit 
of the same visionary spectre in art, he had no 
inclination to join the mocker in his ridicule, but 
at once, and for ever, saw the vanity and folly 
of attempting to wash the black-a-moor white. 
(Matthew vii. 6.) 

The use God made in " ages to come" of 
the second acquaintance, was to teach him a 
lesson upon his sovereignty in the election and 
choice of his people. For which purpose he fixed 
his mind upon tlus text, " Two shall be grinding 
at a mill, the one shall be taken and the other 
left." This was fully exemplified, and the fact 
of God's choice of the one and rejection of the 
other, most clearly seen, as two were painting at 
the same easel, the one was taken and the other 
left. God in his sovereign mercy has been pleased 
to take the writer, whilst his friend is left to follow 
his vain pursuit to this day. 

But not more ardent m \)cka ^«X!i\ssav ^^'^ ^ 
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line were his companions, than passionately 
evoted to the art was himself; for everything in 
lie world that would assist him in his mental 
esearches was made subservient to his use, and 
very opportunity embraced for prosecuting his 
tudies. The public exhibitions were frequented, 
►rivate collections of paintings sought out, the 
lysium abodes of artists resorted to; the Old 
Masters read and studied, the theatres visited for 
heir splendid scenes, and even assistance on one 
luckily esteemed) occasion, was lent to paint 
hem. Academical honours were sought, to live 
ind die an artist was determined upon, and un- 
known to any one (but the party concerned) a 
mvate room was paid for away from the house 
)f his apprenticeship. Here he would steal away 
rom the hated din and bustle of commerce, that 
le might enjoy the delightful recreation of soli- 
iide, and revel in the eostaoies of study : and 
lere many public pictures were painted and he 
received the first reward of his labours. In this 
^ay he passed the years appointed him for learn- 
ng a useful and lucrative trade, soaring above 
h» sensualities of the ** shop," so that his master 
?f as oflfended, his father disappointed, and friends 
ajrieved at the sight. But these were of no avail, 
Ee was on the high road to fame and the fortune 
>f genius, and none but God could stop him. 

The years of apprenticeship drawing to a close, 
Sknd the important age of twenty-one at hand, 
bi^h were the hopes and joyful the anticipations 
f being ahh to carry out the pToje(i\.a o^ \5i»j&Vs^ 
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fiemcy. The bright prospects of a happy future 
quickened the desire, and ripened the resolution 
to leave the business then engaged in, and follow 
the willing bent of his fame struck mind. But 
how merciful is God, " the keeper of Israel," not 
to let us have our own way. What misery is 
there in aU earthly happiness attained by the 
wisdom of man ; but what happiness is there with 
all godly sorrow, in the path of the fear of the 
Lord. Knowing and having proved them both, 
let me have the portion of those that mourn now, 
for to such the comforts of " the Comforter" be- 
long. But the heart of this child of foolishness 
was then set upon terrestrial bliss ; the paradise 
of those who live on empty sounds, who rack the 
tender brain, and tear away their flesh, for fading 
honours, and a dying name. To such vain and 
perishing felicities he was then aspiring; and 
which induced him, now that he was " out of his 
time," to seek for employment as a draftsmanj 
preparatory to his establishment as an artist 
But the proper interference of a wise and prudent 
father, overruled this rash determination of his 
son ; and he was stUl made to pursue the same 
avocation in other parts of the metropolis. But 
here too the pernicious voluptuousness of a 
painter's pleasure followed him; and which 
neither the fettering discipline of increased labour, 
nor the wholesome severity of additional hours of 
business^ served to correct. The darling idol of 
the heart was held in higher estimation than ev^c^ 
mi even worslup]ped m\!tv «». «^q^^'s^ ^6$^ssoi^ss«>K 
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unknown in the simpler days of youthful study. 
Passion became to him the perfection of his nature. 
Indeed, nothing else (save the sister arts, poetry 
and music) was a pleasurable pursuit, for there 
was an exquisitiveness of enjoyment in the delec- 
table art of painting, that was perfect enchant- 
ment to the writer ; whom, though now doomed 
to the toil of sixteen and eighteen hours a day 
in a business hated and despised ; yet the palette 
was taken in hand after ten, and frequently after 
twelve o'clock at night, when all the inmates of 
the house were asleep — such was the vehement 
desire to excel. This was in a pent-up garret 
that looked out upon slates and tUes, and where 
time first showed it had given to the constant 
habit of night study, a power over the poor weak 
body. But so was he led astray by the luxury 
of enthusiastic sensations, that, that which in the 
week he was legitimately deprived of, namely, 
time and opportunity to pursue his favourite 
study, the Sunday was taken to supply. Yes, this 
day, holy, through its being sanctified or set 
apart for holy purposes, and sacred for the ser- 
vices held in the name of Jesus, to sound his 
honours and spread abroad his fame ; was, by the 
idolater, sacrificed at the shrine of his perverted 
intellect and earthly mind, to gratify the rage 
of passion, and give full power to the lust of 
ambitious pride. The annoying cares of a week 
of busy degradation at an end, he would shake 
off the fetters that bound him to the counter ; 
wlieij through the sinful impetuosity o£ «nx«i.^<^d 
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enthusiasm, he would sally out of town with the 
liberated joy of a released slave, from smoke and 
shopkeepers, to where 

" Great Nature dwells, and lavish in her beanty, 
The directing hand — of art demanded/' 

Here the canvass and colours were carried out 
into the fields, to paint the full orbed ruler of the 
skies, with aU the bright effects flowing from its 
effulgence (throwing a thousand visionary delights 
into the aerial expanse,) on nature's lovely carpet 
of green, imder the fair free canopy of heaven. 

** Or calmly seated in some village bower, 
He gave to themes of art, the studious hour." 

But even here the Spirit of God followed him, 
and which served to spoil the exquisite pleasure 
of nature's study — He having a higher and better 
bliss in reserve, and a nobler theme than nature ; 
even " the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,^* for 
the sweet meditation of his soul. Indeed, God 
had never left him unchecked to pursue his in- 
glorious career ; but had from his very childhood 
put a " thus far shalt thou go" in his way, and 
which ever served to keep him from rushing 
beyond the bounds of Almighty preservation, or 
sinking beneath the everlasting arms of protec- 
tion. Mercifully 

" Preserved in Jesus when the feet ran swift to hell." 
There was a marked distinction between him and 
his companions in sin, according to the will of God. 

Thus sensibljB that God\i«A^ci^'ei^"fe^^^\s»55s^^»caa»^ 
md covered hSqn feom \i\% mo^iJafex'^* ^^'^^^^'**^ 



14 THE HISTORY 

compassed his path, and was acquainted with all 
his ways, he said within himself, '^ Ah, where 
shall I go from thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence ? If I make my bed in hell, 
(which I have done) thou art there ; if I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the earth, (and this I had essayed to do,) 
behold thou art there ; thou hast beset me before 
and behind, and laid thine hand upon me." Yes, 
this was visible in the midst of all his perverse 
ways and wicked practices — God was with him 
in his sin, not to participate in it. but to testify 
against it. ^' The Lord Plundered from heaven 
and the Most High uttered his voice." He sent 
the wind, the earthquake, and the Are ; and 
then a " still small voice" in the heart ; and this 
bore its testimony against him. Therefore, though 
there was a doing " that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord;" there was not an inward 
approving it, but a conscience continually accusing 
him before God, even whilst the deceitful heart, 
by subtle argument, would be excusing him to his 
fellow men. 

Now this weekly practice persisted in, drew 
from the before-mentioned sister in the coimtry, 
a sweet and affectionate letter, of which the follow- 
ing is an extract : — 



" You my dear boy, have written me a long 

amd Interesting letter ; to me interesting, because 

j^ appears intimately related to yowt owci VoXfcTMX 
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happiness, and what would be likely to promote 
that, would be of the deepest concern to me. You 
know not the anxious solicitude I at times feel for 
you all. We are one— one family on earth ; think 
you, we shaU aU meet in heaven ? The thought 
frequently amounts almost to anguish, when I 
apprehend a separation for ever. 0, my dear 
brother, which will be missing at the great day 
of account ? I pray that we may make one family 
in glory. 

" You are not saying this is enthusiasm in me, 
no, if you hope I shaU make allowance for excess 
of feeling in your description of inward enjoy- 
ment, you wiU extend the same liberality to me. 
Indeed I am serious, it is too solemn a subject to 
trifle upon : and my desire is, to write with great 
affection, but great plainness ; you must bear with 
me if I do not answer your expectations, and give 
proof of my interest in that which seems so much 
to engross i/ou; but while I pass by that, for one 
of much greater importance, I would not be sup- 
posed to lightly esteem it ; or to consider you 
other than praiseworthy for devoting a portion of 
your time to what (in your situation) may be 
admitted well in accordance with good sense to 
understand. But it is not as you consider it to 
be, of paramount importance. All such perish- 
. able things will avail us nothing when we come 
to die. O that you, and each of us, may be 
enabled to look unto Jesus, not only for safety 
and salvation at last, b\A iot ^^^Rfe «si^ ^^^^ssjw 
now. 
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" I could not but read with the deepest solici-» 
tude that part of your letter where you appear 
confidently to ajfirm that you have 

" * A home secure in Jesus breast.' " * 

Is it so ? then the prayers of your departed mother 
and sisters are answered* But tell me, on what 
gi*ound you build your hope. I well know the 
inward recesses of our hearts, witness what the 
world wiU never know, but our conduct must be 
in accordance with our principles, or how are 
others to know to whom we belong. This is one 
of the difficulties a young christian has to sur- 
mount, to put in practice before the world what 
he internally delights in. But my dear boy, I 
am now coming very close, and am glad of an 
opportunity and disposition so to do ; and if you 
knew the solemnity that pervades my mind, while 
in the presence of an all-seeing God) I am address- 
ing one as dear almost as my own flesh, you would 
not wonder that I should say out all my thoughts 
and tell him overyear that rises to his condem- 
nation. No, my dear brother, I would not wound 

* What confusion must have been in the writer's mind ; 
practising the unfiruitful works of darkness with intensity 
and l&ve ; and yet professing to be a child of the light* 
Alas, how apt are young persons, especially those brought 
up in a profession, to speak with an unwarranted confi- 
dence, and give expression to ideas, that at times they 
dare not do after many years exi>erience. Nevertheless 
it iff apparent that the child was " leaping in the womb'' 
a/" Ch>d*8 providence, before he basked in the sunshine of 
disgrace. 
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you, but I must be faithful ; I must tell you, that 
I want to see more consistency of conduct, more 
regard to the Sabbath, I cannot help mourning, 
that you do not manifest sufficient love to the 
commands of God, to make you relinquish the 
gratifications of painting and musicf on that 
sacred day. It is no argument that you have 
" no time in the week ;" and from thence I must 
naturally infer, that you have less to spend upon 
the concerns of eternity. If business occupy all 
but one hour^ cannot you divide that small but 
valuable sixty minutes, and spare only a fourth part 
for what is of so much importance I Do seriously 
think of the course you are pursuing every Sab- 
bath-day. God has said that in his temple he will 
be found. Where are you on the Sunday morn- 
ing? If you really derived soul profit from the 
ordinance of the preached word, you would go to 
receive (to use your own words) " bread to satisfy 
the soul," because God has promised there to 
meet and bless his waiting children. 

" I sincerely trust you will be enabled to give 
these affectionate appeals due consideration. Is 
any sacrifice too great for the Lord? Not if we 
love him ; we cannot do too much for the objects 
we love. Let me entreat you then to relinquish 
these short lived pleasures for others of a more 
satisfying nature. 

" Thus having penned what has been suggested 
to my mind by the Disposer of all our thoughts, 

t The sister art was equally loved, tl:iic\>5.^ x)^^ ^k^ 
ardently pursued. 

c 
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and for direction in which I earnestly prayed at 
the commencement, 

" I remain, 
^ " Your affectionately attached Sister, 
" L. E. C." 
Warcj Sept. 26, 1836. 

This touching and truly melting appeal was not 
without effect, " the prayer of the righteous avail- 
eth much," but it did not prevent a continuance 
of the Sunday practice. Nevertheless, it led the 
youth who ever had a love for the gospel sound, 
and was an attentive hearer (though not an obe- 
dient doer) of the word, into the sanctuary of God. 
But his leech-like sin stuck to the good resolu- 
tions of his heart, and plastered them over with 
evil. The chapel selected was chosen on hiB 
part with an eye only to the convenience of a half- 
way house to the Homsey-fields ; the colour-box 
being carried there too, and placed under the 
pew's seat that it might be ready for use when 
the service was over. It was then taken out as 
before and the study of nature resumed. 

But ah, the sermon would sometimes go with 
him, when the sharpness of that piercing sword of 
the Spirit, the word of God, would sever tibe gordion 
knot of Ihis sin, untieable by any natural means, 
and so check the wild outbreaks of his enthu- 
siastic mind, and stop his impetuous rush after 
arts* delusive joys. Such was the power of the 
j)reached word by the faithfiil pastor of that place,* 

* Mr. Hichard Luckin. 
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that it did much to damp the ardour of his zeal, 
and spoil the pleasure of his pursuit. A counter 
object was placed before him, when a conflict in 
the soul ensued, the Spirit strove within him. 
Yes, these days and these sermons will long be 
remembered, for the savour of the name of Jesus, 
poured forth at that time, into a heart being pre- 
pared for its reception, has retained its sweetness 
to this day. Oh, the long-suflfering and goodness 
of God I thus to bear with his wayward child, 
and to bless him in spite of all his determination 
to sin and rebel. But still the fond heart clung 
with a pertinacious hold to its idol, nor would it 
or did it yield its grasp, till forced by the actual 
power of God. 

Again, in order to blunt the keen edge of his 
high desire and bring down the pride of his 
haughty spirit, another living obstacle was raised. 
Painting on the Lord's-day was practised to the 
great grief of a dear widowed father. Ah, the 
writer (truly at this time a Ben-oni, the son of 
his father's sorrow) can at this moment call to a 
mind retentive in the memory of aU things touch- 
ing the ill treatment of a kind parent ; the soul 
wounding fact of his well nigh bringing down his 
grey haSs with sorrow to the grave. Witness 
Qie following affecting letter sent on an occa- 
sion of the mad-brained enthusiast's turning his 
back upon his father's house, because he was 
parentally reproved, when entering his otherwise 
peaceM home, on llie previous Lotd.'v4s»^^Ns»S»58&. 
with the fruits ol Viia ^vrnj^La^ tslcstosk^^^ ^Bsssasi^'' 
meni and spoils o? Yiia cEmSxii W^^ • 
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Dear J. 

must suppose that conscience highly 

. of your conduct, and does not presume 

^e you with want of parental affection. 

you forgot one of God's commands, 

iir thy father and" — a dear mother thou hast 

iishonour, nor I a beloved partner to share 

e my joys and sorrows. And there may 

)eriod, and that not far distant, when you 

)t have a father's house to turn your back 

But let me earnestly entreat you not to 

^-our back upon God ; but let your constant 

r be " hold up my goings in tiby patiis that 

3otsteps slip not." I say no more, but com- 

1 you to the word of his grace, which is able 

eep you from falling ; and to build you up, 

give you an inheritance among them that are 

3ti£ied. That you may share in these and all 

blessings promised in the word of God to hia 

•pie, is the unfeigned prayer of 

Your affectionate father, 

}balh Evening^ J. C. 

^ct. 2, 1836. 

[)n being shown the two slight sketches done 
>n the day that gave rise to this letter, a godly 
lister in Essex truly beloved, observed, " Well, 
se foolish things brought you a prize." Yes, 
olesome reproof is to be highly prized when 
linistered in love. But how mild was the 
imstration of his father's ]ua\i<ie, <iom^«t^^ 
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with the rigid power .tib|at used to be exercised by 
the parent in patriarchal days, (Gen. xxxviii. 24.) 
It the better sets forth the merciful dealings of our 
Father in heaven, who always punishes his people 
less than their iniquities deserve. (Ezra ix. 13.) 
Though the foregoing letter failed to check the 
fever heat of the writer's mind at the time it was 
penned, it has answered a great end in his soul 
since the day it has been so highly prized. 

But who can tame the lion save the God who 
made him ; his imcurbed nature stiU ran wild ; 
and the frantic ardour of his inflamed mind con- 
tinued its hot pursuit after fame. 0, the sinful 
infatuation that betook him — every object, animate 
or inanimate that surrounded him in the shop, 
was declared (in a letter) to be " perfect monu- 
ments of disgust ;" and lines were penned in the 
extravagance of fury, one specimen of which is sub- 
joined : — 

Time still goes on, yet here I am, 

A menial to the monster man ; 

A vassal at the counter board, 

To serve some vile illiterate lord^ 

And after all, am I to be 

Of his accurs'd fraternity ? 

No, God forbid. 

Such was the language of his heart upon the sub- 
ject of business, but which faintly describes his 
real feelings, these were desperate indeed ; posi- 
tive ferocity marking the features of his mind in 
sublime madness, when in the zenith of his glory. 
Oh, he is at a loss sometimes to know which to 
admire and extol mo«t, ^Jaa \qn^ «sA. ^a^K^^ ^ 
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God in revealing to him the evil of sin, or the 
power of God in subduing it. But one thing is 
certain — it was Ood alone that did it. The mad- 
ness and wickedness of the folly with which he 
was enamoured, was unconquerable by any other 
means. The sinful enthusiasm had taken too 
firm hold of him for anything earthly to avail, 
whether a power of rude force or soft persuasion. 
Nothing but the stem strength of God's over- 
coming might, could tame the wildness of fancy, 
or check the wickedness of disobedience : and 
this ?ie did, though it pleased him to take his 
time, dividing his work in wise arrangement and 
skill. He first laid his hand upon the body, now 
ripe through intemperate study, for disease, and 
struck it with a malignant distemper.* This 
caused him to be taken from the business in which 
he had then been eight years, and to which he 
never afterwards returned. Thus far did God 
grant him the desires of his heart upon that sub- 
ject, though in a very different way (as we shall 
yet see) and for a very different end to what he 
had designed. 

Removed from the scene of his enthusiastic 
struggles, he passed the Christmas of 1837 at 
his father's house with a high fever of the brain, 
suffering the torments of hell. The Royal Ex- 
change of London was burning at the time, but 
his soul was in a hotter fire than that, for the fire 
of divine wrath, the fury of divine vengeance, 
and the fierceness of God's anger against sin 
* See the Gospel Jkfagazine for Jui^, \%^4, ^p^i^f^^'Sft. 
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was poured out upon him. And so was lie 
tortured with anguish at the sight of his lost 
and ruined condition, that he was driven to the 
verge of madness through despair of pardon ; and 
he underwent a torment of soul aflBiction, until he 
knew that his sins were forgiven. Indeed, such 
was the intensity of his sufferings in the " fiery 
trial," that it seemed as if heaven and hell, or 
God and the devil were striving for the mastery 
of his soul ; but he was merciMly preserved in 
the midst of the flames (sent only to consume the 
chaff and stubble he had gathered), (Isa. v. 24), 
for he saw a form like unto the Son of God, 
(ah, it was the Son of God himself) (Dan. iii. 25,) 
beheld through a mysterious and incomprehen- 
sible vision) ; who, whilst he gave commandment 
to the fire to bum up that which was at enmity to 
himself, restrained its power to hurt the soid — 
this was to be purified and purged, not burnt up 
and destroyed. 

0, wondrous day of grace, when by the " Spirit 
of judgment" and the " Spirit of burning," as 
fire and brimstone from the Lord out of heaven, 
the soul was burnt out of a satanic world of 
science as was Lot out of sensual Sodom, whilst 
many a monument as useless as the pillar of 
mineral salt was beheld, left standing on the 
road ; when the Lord, merciful unto him, brought 
him forth and set him without the city of destruc- 
tion, and led him by a right way to Zionf the 
city of solemnities. It was a memorable <5»<555».- 
Bion ; a moment of tm^ 3Lft«>\kia^ \r>\sn^\sv ^^vsscos^ 



2A THE HISTORY 

days, when the Spirit of the Lord God moved 
upon the void and formless fece of nature's cor- 
ruption, a chaos indeed ; and creating anew in 
Christ Jesus, a soul in the indestructible image of 
God, breathed into him the breath of spiiitual 
life. The Father's glory then shining in the 
expansion of his spiritual kingdom below, divided 
between that light which is the life of man ; and 
that darkness which is death unto man. And God 
said " Let there be light,'' and unto the soul he 
said, " Arise, shine for thy light is come and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." " For 
behold, darkness shall cover the earth and gross 
darkness the people, but the Lord shall arise upon 
t?iee and his glory shall be upon thee. Arise 
my love, my fair one and come away." 

Then the writer rising with new created spiritual 
powers, with a quickened apprehension imto meet- 
ness for heaven ; and clothed in the holiness of 
him who dwells there, thought and hoped in his 
heart, that it was an immediate call to glory and 
to God; and he said, " Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation." But no, the gain of dying 
was to be deferred till Christ had been lived and 
proved; therefore to "abide in the flesh" was 
more needful for him. For the life given was to 
be made manifest on the earth — ^the light im- 
parted to shine before men in the world. He was 
to live the life of the righteous before he died 
their death. Thus the call to " come away^^ was 
to come away from sin unto Jesvxft^ to leave all 
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and follow him. To come out from among the 
ungodly and to be separate from sinners : whilst 
thee ommand to arise was, " Arise ye, and depart, 
from the world for this is not your resting place, 
because it is polluted — ^it shall destroy your com- 
forts (if you stay in it) with a sore and lamentable 
destruction." (Micah ii. 10.) "Arise ye, and 
depart from iniquity ; cease to do evil and learn 
to do well." 

Then was the vow made unto the Lord, when 
repentance was an easy thing, when hope ran 
mountains high, and faith was strong ; lliat he 
would serve the Lord with gladness ; diligently 
obey his precepts; cheerfully observe his com- 
mands ; and walk before him in the land of the 
Uving all the days of his life. 

The will of God being now thus far accom- 
plished, he took the crucible from off the fire : 
and though life had been despaired of, it not being 
his "time to die," he recovered. Ah, happy season 
of returning health, which brought with it the 
joys of God's salvation. When the Bible and 
poor John Bunyan's " Holy War," took the place 
of Du Fresnoy and Sir Joshua Rejmolds ; when 
the proud honour of earthly fame was trampled 
in the dust ; and another way was foimd for exer- 
cising his talents other than copying the mere 
works of nature ; and that in celebrating ihepraisea 
of the Ood of grace. Indeed, so was he absorbed 
in the contemplation of divine realities^ and 
enamoured with the new beautv^^Aiss^^^'sjsc^R^ 
themselves to Hs astoui^^dL wA ^jtesews^'^^^^ss^ 
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that he felt quite loosened from all earthly things 
and severed from his sensual toys. The ** high 
places" had been removed, and the idols cast 
down by this fresh king upon the throne of the 
heart : when all the tinsel ornaments of his pro- 
fession were so lightly esteemed that they were 
cast aside as nothing worth, to be destroyed.* 

Now whilst the family had retired into the 
country to enjoy their Christmas festivities (a prac- 
tice hated and despised by the Lord, Amos v. 21) 
the writer felt blest beyond them all, and could 
truly say he had '^ a merry Christmas and a happy 
new year." And he has reason to bless God too, 
for i^ppointing this season for bis afiUction, as he 
has ever since hailed its aimual return with a birth- 
day delight, rejoicing in the time when " bom 
of the Spirit," Christ was formed in him ; as the 
many did when Christ first appeared among them, 
(Luke i. 14) ; and being mercifully preserved in 
the desire and determination, as far as in him 
lies, to shun all gatherings, except the " two 
or three in the name of l£e Lord," he has been 
favoured at many a returning Christmas, not only 
to view with a solemn composure the awful 
tragedy of Mount Calvary; but to realize an 
interest in the blessed £Eict, of 

" JeBus crucified for him," 
and to rise with sacred delight in the soul reviving 
truth, of 

" Josns risen from the dead.^ 
* ^!beMirFant was ordered to tBBrui^ his canvass pictures 
jaio ribbons, to JUgfit ber Bre with the " 'swtaJt wAfiwa 
*»»iwJb^^ '' aad to bum the wooden framea. 
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The convalescent came down stairs with these 
words fastened as a nail in the sure place of his 
heart. " Beware lest any man spoil yaa through 
philosophy and vain deceit^ after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the worldj and not 
after Ood" How suitable a word of caution at 
the commencement of a new career. Surely the 
word of God was written for the people of God, 
for how adapted to aZ^ their states, conditions, and 
circumstances, and how highly to be prized is the 
profitably applied scriptures of truth. 

The child thus " bom unto the house of David 
Josidh by name," had a sign given him that same 
day whereby he was admonished of God " to do 
that which is right in the sight of the Lord, and 
to walk in all the ways of the Lord, blameless in 
Jesus, neither turning to the right hand or to the 
left. (James i. 17). Thus did God take him by 
the arms and teach him, as he did Ephraim, the 
way he should go. And it had a salutary effect 
upon him so long as he remembered who had 
healed him. (Hosea xi. 3.) For the late chastise- 
ment having brought with it an evidence of sonship 
before unknown, l£e conscience was made specially 
tender as the divine relationship betwixt God and 
his soul was more signally revealed. And whilst 
abiding under a sense of this imion, whereby the 
spirit was invisibly and blessedly brought away 
from everything that is fleshly, and absorbed in 
the anointing and bedewing, the holy unction 
and divine teaching of God the HcA^ <3?w:ai^^*^'8iXR. 
was the desire to Aive ^AicJiicY «sA ^^^ '^'^ *^^^^ 
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praise of the glory of his grace, and the willing 
heart to walk in a wise and perfect way before 
the Lord. For so was vanity stamped upon all 
worldly things that each object of former attrac- 
tion, Art, and all its appendages of honour, was 
labelled with " not after Qod,'' " not after God." 
Then that which was after God, after and 
according to. his way, will, and command, was 
diligently sought out, and dutifully observed. 
The heart was enlarged thereunto ; drawn by the 
love of Jesus, attracted by his beauty; and 
sweetly overcome by his charms. Thus the first 
pure risings of spiritual desire centred in the 
person of God's Son ; and then was it a time of 
love indeed, when the soul blossomed and budded 
in the spring creation of the new heavens and 
the new earth; when the bright beams of the 
tabernacle of glory which " the Lord pitched and 
not man," and " set for a sun" in the celestial 
firmament of God's kingdom^ now come^ shone 
With radiancy divine, as a " great light from hea- 
ven," into the soul. Ah, this day of his espousals 
when the virgin soul was betrotiied in righteous- 
ness and faithfulness unto the Lord for ever, was 
truly the day of the gladness of his heart. When 
the bridegroom delighting himself in his Heph- 
zibah, decked himself with the excellent orna- 
ments of his perfections, and came to rejoice over 
his bride. (Isa. Ixii. 5.) So that when he allured 
her by the sweet language " thou art all fair my 
)ovB, 1 do behold no spot in thee;" the capti- 
rated soul replied, " the king liat\i \sto\jL^\. xaa 
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into his chambers, there let him kiss me with the 
kisses of his lips, for his love is better than wine." 
Happy, happy time of love ; blessed, blissful days 
of peace. 

Now the word of the Lord for " instruction in 
righteousness" was, " Go thy way forth by the 
footsteps of the flock, and feed beside the Shep- 
herd's tent ;" and truly did the soul lie down in 
" green pastures, and feed beside the still waters :" 
he dwelt much in the house of the Lord, saw hia 
goings in the sanctuary, sweetly felt his power 
in the preached word, sat down under his shadow 
with great delight ; and did eat with the poor in 
Zion, the bread of heaven and was satisfied — 
God abundantly blessing the provision. Ah, 
joyful days of strong and Svely faith ; sacred time 
of first love for the soul, when the candle of the 
Lord shone upon his head, when the Almighty 
was with him and his secret upon his tabernacle ; 
when going out and coming in, glorifying God, 
he met him and blessed him at that ven/ house 
of his, where he had so often carried his sinful 
treasures for convenience ; as he did also at '^ The 
Grove," under the ministry of that " master in 
Israel" that is there . . . Thus he went out of 
Egypt joining the host of Israel in their march 
unto the heavenly Canaan. And he lived in un- 
murmuring happiness till the care begetting anxi- 
eties of the wilderness caused a subsidence of 
spiritual concern. 

Then it came to pass, as the soul wex\l ^ ^<^^- 
Bent iteelf before the Lioxdi, ^^\» ^^\a3fit i^i^^^^ssfi^. 
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with it ; who having waited with malignant im- 
patience, watched for his hour and the power of 
darkness, to deface that fair image of soid purity, 
stamped upon the new bom babe in Christ. This 
enemy, therefore, was as busy sowing tares, as 
the faithful husbandmen were the good seed. 
Though the heart had been purified in the furnace 
of affliction, as gold is by the fire, the drossy embers 
of ever burning lusts now stirred up by the devil, 
soon sent forth their smoke to discolour it. Sin 
was not exterminated from the nature, though 
subdued for a while : for the life, or strength, or 
root of evil always exists, and is never entirely 
eradicated till this mortal puts on immortality* 
Thus it was not long before there was a shooting 
forth again of natural propensities and a spring- 
ing up of natural desires, for though the enemy 
had sustained a signal defeat and suffered afresh 
from the ranklings of the wound of his " bruised 
head ;" yet he was not dead. The corrupt heart 
of man is ever the living chamel house of sin — 
the foul residence of satan — ^there he sits to nur* 
ture evil and to nourish sin. And so it is with 
natural propensities, they never die, till the 
nature that possesses them is destroyed; there*- 
fore, the writer soon found to his sorrow, that it 
was even as good old Berridge used to say, 

'^ My dead foe^ rise with double force, 
And drag me down to hell." 

With recruited health there was a revival of 
^e spiritSf and a fresh sig\it oi \on^^ w^z^Jtox^^ 



OF AN IDOL. 31 

brought to mind former feelings of delight. Nature 
enlivened by the bright warm light of returning 
spring, vegetation putting forth its annual powers, 
the green clad trees, and sun-lit fields ; the youth- 
ful passions lively and strong ; time and oppor- 
tunity to pursue any object of attraction : God, as 
it were, leaving the soul, so that it began to expe- 
rience the solitude of the desert ; nature perishing 
there, began to long again for the flesh pots of 
Egypt, A cloud of darkness veiling the mind, 
so that it became feelingly " destitute ;" sloth- 
fulness seizing the soul ; corruption exerting itself 
depravity putting forth strength; remorse and 
regret at the loss of household gods, which the 
devil suggested were ordered to be destroyed in 
a fit of foolish desperation. The ever lusting flesh 
going out in especial cravings after forbidden 
things ; aU, all, conspired to cherish and nourish 
the renewed desire for some harmless trifling with 
the innocent pencil. 

This was first manifested in the sinful act of 
longing to see the demolished idols ; and secondly, 
in die heart walking after the eyea^ and desiring 
the foolish things again when seen. Yes, the 
kitchen depository of his torn up pictures was 
secretly visited, and the lumber cupboard slyly 
peeped into, as if for a last look at liie remaining 
fragments of art ; which, like the broken oma*« 
ments of some time-crumbled temple, were thought 
too valuable to be entirely destroyed, and so were 
gathered up and stuck together again. 0, sinful 
ftct of idolatry I awful first show of a divided 
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heart ; for which the writer had ten years of soul 
suffering * Alas I how soon are the sinful work- 
ings of the flesh manifest when " the spirit is not 
stedfast with God." If evil is present when we 
would do good, how much more powerful when 
the heart is indifferent to its interests. He that 
dealeth with a slack hand will surely be overcome 
of evil. The writer having now " left off to take 
heed unto the Lord, the abominable flesh lusted 
again to eat of the things of Egypt freely. The 
old man of sin, as the "woman weeping for 
Tammuz," sighed to see his robes in the dust : 
and though they had become to the soul as " filthy 
garments," there was, nevertheless, a putting them 
on again. " How are the things of Esau searched 
out, how are the hidden things sought up." Alas, 
it is by treacherous dealing, therefore has the 
Lord well called Israel, " a transgressor from the 
womb." (Isa. xlviii. 8.) 

But so it was with this image of delight, like 
the forbidden frnit, it was first seen, then desired, 
then tasted, and thus he fell into sin. But God 
reproved him in the very first act which followed 
this heart digression. Taking a large book (in 
the absence of a table easel) to support his now 

* Young Christian, beware of the fint wrong step. 
Nothing is easier than to take it ; nothing is harder than 
to retrace it. The Mi comes next to the slip. Look for- 
ward to ten long years of soul affliction, and see if you are 
prepared for the consequences attending disobedience. 
'^Xnowmg the terrors of the Lord I would persuade men." 
^^UtUe children keep yourselves from \Ao\&** " Yrv^ 
witboat ceasing/' 
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first painted picture ; the whispering of a small 
still voice was heard in the conscience reminding 
him that that book was the Bible. When, what 
thought he, is it possible I that dear book of books 
which had lately been such a blessing I What, 
lay your idolatrous sacrifice unto the devil, on the 
holy book of God? It was like a dagger in his 
side, and had such a wounding effect upon him 
that he could not do another stroke ; but hastily 
putting his bauble toy away, fell to prayerfiu 
reading of the word. But stiU he hardened his 
stiff neck and resolutely followed his vain pur- 
suit, knowing it to he vain and that which God had 
stamped wiOi a curse : and it was this that made 
the study to him to be sin. (James iv, 17.) Thus 
as the " backsliding heifer," he slid back again 
into his former state of sinful folly as did Israel 
of old. (Hosea iv. 16.) 

Health restored, it became needful for him to 
return to business again. He went to his former 
situation but it was filled up, and the door of re- 
admittance into the same Ime of business closed. 
God had otherwise determined of his disposal ; 
thus granting him the desires of his heart upon that 
distressing point. Now, mysterious to relate, 
another door was opened in quite a different 
branch of commerce, and that in a country town ; 
here in a concern of extensive business he went 
in 1838, where all was strange and new. Find- 
ing favour in the eyes of the wealthy and bene- 
volent proprietors, he was taken intci ^<^yl ^^^ra^ 
md treated with a nevex-to-\>ft-lQx^<:i\Xea'^Kss5Ssas^^ 
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rhe house allotted him for a residence, was sur- 
ounded by fields. What a temptation I Emerald 
p:«en fields, sparkling in a bright summer sim, 
heir beauty heightened by the clear blue sky of 
Time. What a change from dirty streets, a dense 
ktmosphere, and a beclouded sun — ^agreeable re- 
Qove to a painter's mind, from black chimnies, 
moky slates, and sooty tiles ; to mountain flocks, 
he herds on distant hills, the clean and rural 
:ottage of the poor. Could he withstand it ? no, 
he heart was there already — ^the idol had been 
rorshipped already ; for like the men of Ashdod, 
le had taken up his fallen dagon and set him in his 
►lace as before : and the eyes had again lustingly 
ooked up to the hills of his sinfiil elevation, 
therefore this was the very thing that he wanted ; 
be fireed firom 

'' The noisy haunts, of bustling trade 
hat he might 

Steal serene to solitude and shade.'* 
bid thus the next step was an easy one. When 
n altar is once reared unto sin, unless God in mercy 
►revent, it is an easy thing to sacrifice thereon, 
•"orbidden things once desired, want but little 
•ersuasion from the devil to induce us to partake 
f them. Therefore, having visited the idol's 
hrine, mixed himself with heathen abominations, 
nd again been captivated with arts' talismanic 
harm ; the Lord God drove him out of that spiri- 
ta] Eden — ^his presence — when he smote the 
colter as Jbe did JEJphraim, and said mYiift-wt^Xk^ 
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^* he is joined to idols, let him alone." " Wasting 
and destruction shall be within his borders, Until: 
the indignation of the Lord is overpast." " He 
shall wait for light but behold obscurity; for 
brightness but he shall walk in darkness." There- 
fore, " Rejoice young man in thy youth, and 
let thine heart cheer thee, (if it can), and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, (if thou wilt), and in the 
sight of thine eyes, (if thou desirest it), but know 
thou that for all these things, God shall bring 
thee into jud^fment J' 

*' Prevent he could, if wisdom had seen fit, 
But wisdom saw it wiser to permit." 

The image, therefore, was again set up on the 
high place of the heart, when the easel with all 
the requisite materials for drawing and painting, 
were removed to his residence in the country. 
How persevering is the flesh in its determination 
to sin and rebel. To render due homage to this 
idol of worship, substituted by the flesh in the 
place of the true God, (of whom nature cannot 
bear to retain the knowledge) now became as 
before, the absorbent desire of the heart. But 
alas, the spoiling nature of his philosophy soon 
became apparent ; and the bright element of simny 
seasons in the coimtry, proved how insufficient 
was the most seemingly rational desire, and appa- 
rently virtuous practice, to procure happmess to 
the child of grace. Walking abroad to scan the 
fair beauties of creation, on the glad enlivened 
face of nature shone a \>ti^\xi^^'?^ \l«2>\.^«s^Ns»:^'*^ 
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in his. For on his Eyelids there was sorrow,, 
whilst bitterness filled ^e heart. The mind was . 
fettered by the clogging trammels of a corroding 
care ; busied with the anions pleasure of a worldly 
art ; the procurer only of sorrow to the soul. 

February 24, 1840. Recorded. — *' Finidied[ a. 
a picture upon which I have bestowed an imusual 
degree of pains, but it has all proved labour in 
vain, for I find that I cannot paint — God will not. 
let me." 

Be it observed, the heart meant no decided 
hostility to the God of heaven, but simply wished 
for the quiet and unmolested enjoyment of its 
flesh gratifying propensities. But such indidgence 
was found to be unlawful and opposed to the will 
and word of God ; therefore, God opposed him- ' 
self to it. A sinning soul is in the sliding scale 
of death. " To be spiritually minded is lijb and 
peace." 

Now about this time a younger sister whose 
heart was tuned to praise, came down from town 
to see him, when the summer evenings were be- 
guiled ia the happy pastime of walking in the 
fields, and alternately repeating their soul exer- 
cises in some sweet lines of poetry, or suitable 
passages of scripture. Each one would vie with 
the other in the allowed emulation of singing 
loudest to the Redeemer's praise ; thus nourish^ 
ing one another in the words of faith and of God, 
as far as they had attained thereunto. But ah, 
this only heightened the misery of after days 
m/i^/i the mme waJk^ wc^re tiakeiv aiou^^ «c5vi hi^ 
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began to experience the sensible fulfilbnent of- 
God's righteous denunciation against his sin. The 
'^ Sketch Book'' was then his companion and the 
time employed in studying the works of nature, 
rather than the profitable exercise of the soul imto 
God and godliness, which alone is useful unto 
edification, and ministers grace to the heart. The 
contrast of his then slavish service, with the late 
happy occupation in heavenly thfemes, would cause 
the soul to pine away in sorrow, when its songs 
would be turned into lamentation, its laughter 
into mourning, and its joy to weeping. 

But the subtlety of &e deceiving and deceived 
heart, would fain support the idea, that such an 
intellectual pursuit was harmless, innocent, and 
wise : that the study of nature was not to be 
numbered with the " pleasures of sin ;" but lead- 
ing to nature's God, it could not be offensive to 
him ; and that it might therefore be followed as 
a delightful recreation for an intelligent being ; an 
innocent amusement, a justifiable pursuit, a pleas- 
ing and agreeable trifling ; but no, 

** True Christians long for Christ aUme 
The sacriflces Gtod will own 
Are broken — ^not divided hearts." 

It is true many professing christians indulge in 
such fleshly fascinations, excusing themselves by 
the supposed idea, that 

** Religion never was designed 
To make our pleasures less." 

But the writer knoYfa lo ^'^ ^cstjiGWc^---*^^^^*^^ 
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that is the very thmg it is designed to do ; and not 
only to make tiiem "Zes^," but "Z655," for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
If our pleasures are not spiritual, they are carnal ; 
and what fleshly gratification is not sinful ? Reli- 
gion, if of God, wiU lessen our enjoyment of every 
thing but what comes from, or leads to God. Oilt 
pleasures are always " pleasures of sin," if God 
cannot delight in £hem as well as us. The sane- 
tified soul can find profitable enjoyment only in 
those things which are at God's right hand ; that 
is, in Christ Jesus, who is emphatically called the 
right hand of God. (Psalm xx. 6, 7.) Nor can 
the believer find out the ways of pleasantness, or 
tread in the paths of peace, but as he walks by 
the light, sown for the righteous, which shines in 
the path of the just, and worthy of his high and 
holy calling of God in Christ Jesus, in what ho 
delights, in what he approves, in what he enjoins, 
in what he demands. For as the Father's supreme 
delight centres in the Son of his love, in whom he 
is " well pleased," so also must ours. 

Now after a few years of lonely wanderings, 
8ufiering much from the loss of the spiritual and 
highly prized ministry of the metropolis, a coun- 
teracting pleasure to painting presented itself in a 
voluminous correspondence with a younger brother, 
which, though began in scientific frivolites, the 
press of weightier matters on the mind, led their 
pens into the more profitable channel of christian 
communication, A few specimens received shall 
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** Dear J. — I join you in the wish for as littld 
of this world as possible ; for what are its vanities 
and pleasures, compared with the enjoyment of 
communion with a precious Christ. 

" The more the dear children of God have of 
spiritual things, the less they want of things 
terene; and 3ie less they want, the less they 
have. 

" K mortals are proud of their relationship to 
Royalty, surely it ought to be a source of continual 
joy and rejoicing to the elect family of God, that 
they are related in covenant bonds to the Royal 
of royals." 

Then the rising desires of his youthful heart 
Would be expressed in rhyme thus : — 

*' And is there mercy, Lord, for me ? 
Can I be sav*d by grace ? 
Can there a sacred promise be t 
To suit my guilty case. 

Wilt thou in kind compassion heal, 

This wounded heart of mine ? 
O, how imworthy do I feel, 

To be a child of thine^ 

Upon me thy sweet Spirit pour. 

For I am weak indeed ; 
Give grace from thy rich covenant stor^ 

To one -who feels his need,** 

&. Ci 

BuiiBurely no one could feel his need or unwor* 
thiness, more than the backsliding writer, whd 
having " tasted that the Lord is ^^<5.v5Pcya.V "^^s^*^ 
feasted upon the ricTa. ^toVyAotl ofl 1I\ws\^^^^^s^ 
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partaking of the " unclean things of Assyria/' 
and defiling himself with the abominations of the 
heathen ; like Israel of old, having " cast off the 
thing that is good," and committed their two 
evila-^forsaking God and serving siuj he was 
brought into their wilderness troubles, and suf- 
fered their wilderness trials. How wonderful it 
is that so little warning is taken from tJieir ex- 
ample, left upon record for Zion's especial use 
and benefit. A lamentable evidence of the weak- 
ness and wickedness of the " creature," reduced 
to the degration of a miserable sinner, who doeth 
evil an hundred times in succession. (Eccle. viii. 
12.) But as it was, so it is, and will doubtless 
continue to the end of time. 

1st. There is a doing that which is evil in the 
sight of the Lord. (Judges iL 11.) 

2nd. A going into captivity on account thereof. 
(Lamentations i* 3.) 

3rd. The cry being made unto the Lord for 
deliverance. (Neh. ix. 17.) 

4th, The prophet, (Mad. iv. 5, 6) ; Preacher, 
(Isa. Ixi. 1) ; Circumstance, (Psalm cv. 17) ; or 
eventful thmg, (Esther vii. 3, 4) sent to effect it. 

The secret contained herein, as sweetly sets 
forth the Lord Jesus Christ in the old covenant, 
as his miracles of healing do in the new. The 
reader is, therefore, advised to lay this book aside 
for the present, and betake himself to the word of 
God, and his own heart. A diligent search after 
6/f secret may not be unprofitable and vain. 
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Now thus it was with the writer, no sooner had 
the first beaten pulse of the " weaned child'' taken 
place, and ere the threshold of his heavenly Father's 
house was crossed, than the devil " lying in wait 
to deceive," bewitched ' him into disobedience ; 
when he went forth as " the wild asses of the 
desert," that ** snuff up wind," (verily a wild ass 
man of unruly passions) to seek the empty vanities 
of the world and gather the " the vintage fruits 
of the wicked." " Falling by his iniquity," which 
separated between him and his God, " in his dis- 
tress he cried unto the Lord." But for an " ap- 
pointed season" he made darkness his secret place, 
and dwelt in the thick clouds of the skies. Then 
said the soul^ struggling in the meshes of sin's 
inextricable web, ^' I am the man that hath seen 
affliction, for God hath set me the hard lesson to 
learn, of righteousness by tribulation, and wisdom 
by suffering. Yea, he hath set me in dark places 
as those that be dead ; he hath hedged me about 
that I cannot get out, and made my chain very 
heavy." Ah, the writer found it no small matter 
to sin against God ; and^ especially is it an evil 
and bitter thing to sin wilfully after we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth. What a mercy 
if the assurance of existing life is maintained by 
the secret pouring in of the sustaining oil ; so 
that the sin hated at heart, is lamented within, 
mourned over before God ; and the prayer for 
deliverance therefrom, for ChrisVs sake being con- 
stantly put up. These are evidences in thy fa.v<i\yt 
poor soul, for " the uuicked ax^ svleulxs^^as^^^s^'^^^ 
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Now it was this abiding sense of the love and 
faithfiOness of God that sustained the backslider's 
soul ; whom, though walking in darkness, it was 
not as the dense thickness of a destructible plague. 
God caused the lamp of his word still to bum, 
which though but little realized in its reviving 
power, was as a light in the path. But it was a 
way not marked out by God in the wilderness ; 
therefore, he walked more by the borrowed light 
of a letter truth, than the brightness which shines 
on the word revealed. It was with him in the 
spiritual world, as it is with men in the natural ; 
" God maketh his sun to rise upon the evil and 
the good : and sendeth rain on the just, and on 
the unjust." Thus equally with God's chosen, 
he was the subject of his superintending care, and 
the object of his superabounding love ; though 
the misery of his guilty conscience shut him up 
in a state of senseless nullity, as the spiritusd 
apprehension of such mercies. ** Spoilt through 
philosophy,'' he was fully to learn the lesson of his 
weakness as well as his wickedness; and his 
unworthiness as well as his depravity ; that having 
turned aside through a deceived heart to feed 
upon ashes, instead of that imdiminishable food of 
permanent sweetness, tJie true manna of heaven; 
he had now gone into captivity and could not 
deliver his soul. Bound and chained by the fetters 
of his sin, there was daily sacrifice done to his 
" net," and incense burnt imto his " drag :" a fol- 
lowmg after the wearying foolishness of a waking 
dream^ and pursuing the visionaTy &ft\i^\s» ^^ ^si 
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ever evading phantom. And this habitual evil of 
his heart became the constant plague of his life, 
intruding itself as it did into the mind at all times 
and under all circumstances. Even the hasty 
slance at a meritorious picture would upset him 
for days, filling his agitated brain with a thousand 
thoughts, not one of Ghdj but such as belonged 
exclusively to " art." The composition — ^the 
drawing — ^the style — ^the colouring — ^the clever 
concealment of pigment materials — ^the dexterity 
of handling — ^the sunny effect — ^the sombre tone — 
the sylvan shade— each had their quantum of atten- 
tion commensurate with their importance ; so that 
he was completely " choked" with the cares of a 
worldly art ; and thus disabled for christian use- 
fulness in anything, and disqualified for the spiri- 
tual enjoyment of everything. " Spoiled through 
philosophy.'"" 



. »« 



• « SPOILT THROUGH PHILOSOPHY." 

(Colds, ii. 8.) 

DATS of my youth ! ah, how my heart did cling, 
Like ivy round the oak, entwining thing : 
How true a pattern dost thou shew of me, 
Cleafing to sin — ^but not, O Lord, to thee. 

As bom depraved, deprav'd I wish*d to Uve, 
Vainly supposing Art could virtue give : 
And nature, grace : that science could supply 
True happiness, which only dwells on high. 

Nature ! to thee I did strict homage pay. 
And bow obedience to Art's magic sway. 
Science and fame ! O how thy ril*ry cord 
Pid bind my soxd— \wl\i iwA. VblVs^^V^ ^^sj^- 
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Indeed so familiar did the sinful fondling grow, 
that as Solomon's libidinous love, he could not 
give it up. It became as part of his nature ; it 
clung to him as ivy to the oak ; intruded itself 
into every thought, and stunted the growth of 
every spiritual desire. Not a cloud was seen even 
in the common look of carelessness, but the mind 
attracted by the magnetic powers of that which is 
beautiful and grand in nature, at once studiously 
entered into a bewitching analysis of its peculiar 
form and varied tint : not a tree was passed in the 
simple walk of daily life, but it must be viewed 
in its several bearings for pictorial use : the herd 
of cows — ^the flock of sheep — ^the group of men ; 
were all made to serve the purposes of art ; whilst 

Canvass and colours thou the idols were, 
That kept my captive soul enchanted there ; 
My laboured works of thought became the god 
Of constant worship ; not the rightful Lord. 

Art's syren drew me to Minerva's shrine, 
Where fancy pictur'd " mind to be divine :" 
Inspired pride, the l\fe of youthful blootd 
Fir'd my sou^ with zeal — but not for God. 

Ah, how for years these phantoms I pursued. 
Building my hopes on &me's destructive good : 
Ambition fann'd enthusiasm's flame, 
-l-honours sought — ^but not in Jesu's name. 

Thus did "philosophy and vain deceit," 
Enslave my soul, and " spoil" me with its cheat : 
Till God, who seeing I would not seek him, 
^ught me — and thus he saved me from my sin. 

JRe'printedfrmn " ZiajCs Trumpet,*^ 
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light and shade; form and order; tone and co- 
lour ; were taken into the account at every sight 
of nature whenever or wherever presented to view. 
Indeed, it became as natural to associate things 
seen with their representation on canvass, as it did 
to breathe. What a lamentable fulfilment of 
scripture prediction is here, which says, " The 
backslider in heart shall be filled with Ids oum 
ways." Yes they were peculiarly his own, " not 
after God, not after God ;" for God had made 
man upright, but he hath sought out many inven- 
tions. And so was the writer filled with his own 
devices, through constantly eating the " fruit of 
his own ways ;" that at times there was even a 
" loathing the honeycomb." The soul was then 
as unfruitful and leafless as the forsaken bough. 
No sweetness in the sacred book of God ; nor 
imction, savour, or power in the preached word of 
God. No nearness to him in prayer, or approach- 
ing imto peace with him in communion with his 
people ; the soul became as barren and improfit- 
able as the mountains of Gilboa. Darkness of 
mind and deadness of soul are the sure concomi- 
tants of disobedience : for as natural death was 
the sentence of judgment against idolaters imder 
the law, (Deut. xvii. 3 and 5) spiritual death is 
the portion of the like carnally-minded under the 
gospel. And thus it was with him, such was his 
stupified position before God when bringing forth 
fruit unto death, that he suffered an entire pros- 
tration of all the powers of spiritaal l\fe.\ fc«ss!!s^ 
with the inebriating " p\ea&\tt^«» ol ««vV «5sSs. ^q^- 
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pified by the intoxicating joys of the world. And 
in this way he passed years, " inflaming himself 
with idols under every green tree ;" separate from 
the assembly of saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ^" let alone" by God, engaged in the ser-t 
vice of the Devil. 

At length it pleased him whose "mercy en- 
dureth for ever," and who, notwithstanding the 
treacherous dealing of Israel with him, had said, 
that he " hateth putting away," to begin severely 
correcting his self-willed child for these follies of 
youth. God never suffers idolatry in his people 
to go unpunished. To me, he says, vengeance 
belongeth to recompence, but in wrath I remem-« 
ber mercy. Therefore I, even I am he, whom 
though I kill it is to make alive; I wound, 
but it is to heal. God spares by slaying and pre- 
serves by afflicting. He destroys not Israel in 
the wrath of his will, though he slays his people 
by the word of his mouth ; (Hosea vi. 5), and this 
he now began to do. 

On an occasion when the mind had compre- 
hended a subject for the canvass, and the artists' r&r 
pository was resorted to, to purchase a fresh supply 
of colours and brushes, God hewed him by these 
words of the prophet, "Wherefore do ye spend 
your money for that which is not bread f^^* 

* Of course the "bread of life," or " true manna,'* 
which Cometh down from above, and is to be had " with- 
out money and without price," is not here intended ; but 
fi/mply- the supply of such things as tend to nourish the 
ffpffj^ j'n eojair^^tinction to that which t^n^ t<> Vtxv^Q-^ 
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This completely slew the well-set subject for 
the time ; and was ever afterwards a sharp and 
powerful word of reproof at every repeated in- 
stance of purchase. But, through a heart of folly 
set in great dignity of vanity and pride, he would 
still pursue the contemplated thoughts of his mind, . 
stopping the ears, and refusing to hearken to the 
voice from heaven, so as to be instructed thereby. 
Arriving at home, and setting down to the easel, 
to carry out the pictorial creations of his vain 
imagination, the other half of the verse would 
come upon him like the thunder clap that follows 
the lightnings flash, " and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not." This would effeotually 
overthrow the altar and the god, coming to him 
as it did, from the " God of gods ;" who led him 
seriously to contemplate the unsatisfying nature 
of his pursuit. He would then ask himself. How 
can that which is " not after God" yield peace- 
able fruits to the soul that is bom of God ? What 
fruit have ye in those things, wherein, upon reflec- 
tion, thou art ashamed ?* Yes, all labour in the 
vain and perishing things of this world, is unsatis- 
fying and profitless to the child of God. There- 
fore, well may the preacher ask, " What profit 
hath a man (of God) of all the labour which he 
taketh under the sun." To the writer it yielded 

verish it. And, therefore, the word " bread" is here 
used spiritually, to signify, all kinds of food for the soul, 
as it is naturally in Genesis iii. 19; to all kinds of food 
for the body. 
* Perh^s these q\ie&tioii& m!K^ ^o t>ui Tc«^i«rr ^^5^»^^sss^av 
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nothing but sorrow of heart and grievous vexation 
of spirit. For the work of his hands and the 
labour with which he wrought, was grievous unto 
him. " Vanity of vanities," was the impression 
from God's seal of disapprobation stamped on the 
idol of his heart. The answer, therefore, to the 
question, " What profiteth the graven (or painted) 
image, which the hand hath graven (or painted ;) 
woidd be, — ^like the rest of the perishing pro- 
ductions of man, '^the image is profitable for 
nothing." 

In addition to such discoveries, God with a 
touch of his finger, turned the little affairs of life to 
his purpose of teaching, that he might give lessons 
of instruction to his unlearned and unstable child : 
so determined is he in his predestinating purpose, 
that "all things" shall render their subservient 
homage to his will, in the working of that which 
is "good" to his people. That may be, and often 
is, the very opposite in appearance, to what God 
designs in reality. The soul is often one with 
Job, when he said, " I looked for good, but evil 
came imto me ;" whereas the apparent evil may 
be designed of God for the souls' good. Thus 
daily occurrences and the common circumstances 
of lie were employed by God to mar the writer's 
pleasure in his delectable pursuit. The thing 
persisted in, contrary to the 'mil of God, was con- 
tinually being checked by the counter course of 
events, wisely arranged of the Lord, both to wean 
/Ae soul from its besetments, and to vex it with 
sorrow in its bewitchments. Thexe^^ca ^«X q.qiv- 
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nected with his vain pursuit which proved constant 
sources of annoyance. One instance shall suffice. 
The judgment, in matters pertaining to art, 
growing faster than the powers of execution, 
(through lack of sufficient practice) there was an 
inability to represent on canvass, that which was 
clearly seen in the mind. This ever made him 
rise from the easel, dissatisfied with his production; 
vexed with his waste of materials and loss of time ; 
and disappointed in his expectations. How wisely 
ordered. But so it pleased God, that in some 
way or other he should be doomed to disappoint- 
ment, at every attempt to obtain peace and happi- 
ness from this quarter. The work of God, or fliei 
word of God would invariably hinder or reprove. 
He once went over the sea to Boulogne, on a 
sketching adventure, but the religious mummeries 
of popish France so met him at every tumingj 
that his heart's " Dagon" fell before the vast im- 
portance which it then increasingly appeared to be, 
of having for himself a well-grounded hope of sal- 
vation hy Jesus Christ Their awful fooleries, 
led him to reflect upon the follies of his own heart. 
Then rain would frequently overtake him in his 
picture making rambles, and render his lugged 
about materials useless, or God would hedge up 
his path and damp his pleasure by illness. Indeed, 
he never had one hour's unmolested enjoyment in 
the art, since God first called him by his grace ; 
there was always either an east wind to wither 
his gourd, or a worm at the root to ^^^^cto^ \^»^'%r» 
that it afforded neiftieT a ^V^Wfex \sv \ia&V^-^ ^'^ 
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80111 desertion, nor a refuge in the time of soul 
destitution. 

At length he began to be so full of his " own 
ways" as to be completely " surfeited" with those 
things which in the world were his glory, but in 
truth was his shame. Indeed he became like the 
Israelites who having loathed the manna and 
lusted for flesh, eat it imtiL it came out at their 
nostrils. (Numbers xi. 20.) And he suffered 
^''confusion** before God in his soul, (as all 
makers of idols in Israel do. Isaiah xlv. 16 ;) 
and as the Psalmist has said, ^^ Confounded be all 
they that serve graven images, that boasts them- 
selves of idols." This he had done to his hurt, 
to his cost, and the bitter reproachings of his 
conscience, in seeking the honours of a vain world, 
and the applause of sinful men. Till he, who had 
said, " my glory will I not give unto another, nor 
my praise to graven images," arose as a '' man of 
war," and stirred up jealousy in the soul ; that 
godly jealousy for the honour of the holy name by 
which he was called, that ever leads to self- 
examination, watchftdness, and prayer. Then he 
sought him by supplication whom his soul loved 
and longed for ; and sighed in his captivity for a 
return of those happy days when he first walked 
in the liberty wherewith Christ makes his people 
free ; and " free among the dead," with loosened 
bonds and a liberated tongue, sang as he went 
out of Egypt the high praises of God and the 
Lamb. But now in "bondage through corrup- 
^ojj, " bis 8Qul did indeed. " gjcooa \)«mi^ ^svsix*^ 
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dened ;" and was in heaviness through the mani^ 
fold temptations of his besetting sin. Nor could 
he sing the " Lord's song'* in a strange land, the 
language of his weeping heart being expressed in 
lamentation and longing thus, 

" Happiness — ^thou lovely name^ 

Mliere's thy seat, O tell me where ? 

Learning— pleasure — ^wealth taidfame, 
All cry out — ^it is not here. 

Not the wisdom sof the wise, 

Can inform me where it lies ; 

Not the grandeur of the great, 

Can the bliss I seek, create ; 

Object of my &rsb--desire, 

Jesus crucified for me,'' kc 

Yes, this was what he wanted, to be brought back 
again to the starting point — ^to the first pure desire 
of the quickened soul, realized in a felt sense of 
pardon liirough the blood of him who was wounded 
for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties. He wanted to feel clothed before God in the 
righteousness of his Son, which is the blessed 
privilege granted the soul seeking Jirst " the 
kingdom of God." Yea, he wanted to regain the 
happy bliss that dwells in the bosom of Jesus, 
and to realize the enjoyment of peace, flowing 
from an expression of his love. For he found it 
was even as a dear sister wrote to him at this 
time, when she said, " I feel persuaded, dear 
brother, more and more each day, that there is 
no true happiness short of living by faith on a 
precious Christ." No, the writer had lived to 
prove this ; that 
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" Not health nor wealth, nor sounding /a/n^^ 
Nor earth's deceitful empty name ; 
With all its pomp and all its glare^ 
Could with a precious Christ compare." 

Nor was the comparison only made between 
worldly things and Christ, but he was led to 
compare his worldly self with Christians; when 
measuring himself according to the measure of 
the rule which God had distributed among the 
people of his, by whom he was surrounded, his 
miserable condition compared with theirs, became 
heart-rendingly conspicuous* fhe indigent man 
seemed pure in his poverty ; and the imlettered 
man wise in his ignorance, whilst the contami- 
liated, polluted, spoiled writer, was (scripturally) 
a fool with his philosophy, and reduced to beggary 
with his profitless riches. But, blessed be God, 
with poverty of spirit there was sorrow of heart 
on its account; and, therefore, he essentially 
differed from the wickedly rich man-^who ^^ fades 
awa^ {not falls dovm before God) in his riches/' 
Then, the longings of the smitten, and, there- 
fore, wounded soul, to live in the simplicity of the 
gospel of Christ ; to return again imto the Lord 
and be taught of him, having gone out from his 
presence into a far country, and spent the bounty 
money of his inheritance in the riotous luxury of 
worldly living. 

The prodigal -then thought of taking with him 

pleading words, (Isa. xliii. 26), founded upon pro-' 

mise, (Isa. i. 18,) and returning to his Father's 

house, Ending husks would not ie^^ Yv\h\^ wor 
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eamal food satisfy him. He hungered for that 
stay and that staff of life provided for the soul to 
preserve it from spiritual death; that eating 
Christ (John vi. 57,) the true bread, and drink- 
ing from the fountain of everflowing waters, he 
might live by him imto God. 

True happiness derivable from him, the enrich- 
ing treasures deposited in him, and that heavenly 
wisdom only taught by him, became prominent 
objects of research, ^o be spiritually healthy, 
soul prosperously wealthy, and wise with the 
wisdom of God. 

Nor was it long before the citadel of Satan 
erected on the throne ot the heart, now assailed 
by the simple force of a heavenward desire, seem- 
ingly a thing of nought, as the " pitcher and the 
lamp," and small as the ^ain of mustard seed faith, 
began to shake at the foundation as that which is 
bmlt in the dust. And God mercifully added 
thereto— hope, that timely grace amongst his " good 
and perfect gifts" ; which enlivened the soul imto 
a spiritual apprehension of the promise, "The 
desire of the righteous shall be granted." His 
task then was to prove himself by the imder- 
standing given to know him that is true, even 
truth itself, " the Lord our righteousness," and to 
examine the deeds of description, even the records 
of truth for the "sure word," righteous in the 
sight of God, and this in the face of all his rebellion, 
idolatry, and sin. Then came Jesus to the rescue 
and stood in the sinner's stead ; and it was to the 
soul, as if he pleaded tti^ c«cw&^ qI'*^^:^'^ ^gifi^ ^'^^ 



54 THE HISTORY 

before God, saying unto him " Let thy hand be upon 
the man of thy right hand, upon the Son of Man 
whom thou madest strong for thyself." Precious 
intercessor, and all prevailing "Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" 

Thus God allowed him to glean in the field of 
truth when he gathered a few ears of the "com of 
heaven" for the soul; for his ' hap' was to light 
upon that part of the fieldL that was signalized as 
the peculiar possession of ms heavenly Boaz. The 
former " loving-kindnesses of the Lord," the time 
of the transfer of guilt, and first transaction of 
peace, was then somewhat restored ; and the glad 
remembrance of his once deadness to the dear sin 
of his heart now enlivened him with the hope of 
its final destruction. Merciful expression of God's 
imchanging love, though the enjoyment was of 
short duration, the soul being still held in bondage 
imder the elements of the world. But it was just 
a sight granted, and taste given, of the gracious 
goodness of the Lord, lest the soul holden in cords 
of affliction should be swallowed up with over 
much sorrow. 

Moreover, it established itself as the work of 
the Lord's hands, for the darling "art" became for 
a season, little esteemed ; and grace did reign 
instead of his graceless god. Rejoicing in this first 
effectual shakmg of the standing image, the pen re- 
corded in *his diary* the following important fact, 

" May 5, 1841. Painting, the long cherished 

Jdol o£ my heart, seems now to have lost its spell 

of enchantment^ and the much enflieax^^ \k»!wv\. q»1 
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'^ sketching from nature" is almost laid aside. 
Indeed, the claims of God upon my time, my 
thoughts, my heart, my all, are much too great 
to allow me to be wasted and destroyed by sin in 
the unlawful gratification of the pleasures of sense, 
which are but for a season ; rather let me take 
sketches of my soul's experience in the realities 
of divine teaching, and picture the scenes of 
beauty, grace, and love, that present themselves 
in the garden of the Lord." 

Ah, how fully did he then think, that the desire 
for artistic precedency, and the wish to excel in 
scenic representation had died away ; and that he 
was made proof against the power of its tempta-. 
tion, by the occasional visits of his " Beloved." 
But such was not the case — ^the harp had again 
to be hung upon the willows with weeping, and 
the soul to struggle in the entanglings of the 
fowler's snare. The very month in which the 
foregoing memorandum was penned, did not pass 
without a sorry proof that the long cherished idol 
had not, as was supposed, lost its spell of enchant- 
ment, but that the voice of lamentation had still 
to utter the cry, " how long shall I take coimsel 
in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily *" 
Witness the following, only three weeks after- 
wards. — 

" May 25, 1841. Took the palette in hand 
once more and assiduously worked at a picture. 
I find I am still more active in other pursuits than 
those which alone are profitable to the soul. The 
pleasure of serving " ^ve^x^ \\\&\.'^' \sas» ^^^sssR'ast ^ 
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temptation too strong to be withstood, when the 
presence of Jesus is not sensibly felt and enjoyed. 
0, when will these trifles of time be little esteemed, 
and Jesus become the altogether lovely one, and 
only charmer of my soul." 

Now about this time, marriage, and its fruitful 
blessings, became the all absorbing subject, and 
which tended much to deaden the influence of the 
attractive art, though it added nothing to its real 
destruction: domestic anxieties though they 
drew his mind away from one sort of pursuit, it 
was only to invest his heart in another. Still the 
hope was entertained that now he had became a 
man^ he should put away childish things.* But 
when the hey day of matrimony was over, Art, 
phoenix-like, rose again from its own ashes to 
assert its prior claims, and pictures were painted, 
as for the children. Then God sent a messenger 
to reprove him, who by a severe epistolary corres- 
pondencef of great depth and of long continuance, 
with now and then a personal visit, had a search- 
ing and beneficial effect upon him. God was 
pleased to make this honoured servant of his, ere 
he departed hence, a most powerful weapon to cut 

* What ignorance to suppose that at the period of man- 
hood, men put away childish things. Alas, it too often 
happens, that men to the day of their death, are but 
" children of a larger growth," and how irequently may it 
be seen that childhood reaches to three score years and 
ten. Childish things are never put away but by the grace 
of God. 
/ See ''WJldemess Mercies; Letter XIX. page 103. A 
^'^Ic published ID 1846 by W. Bennett, Patetnostest ^«v. 
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off th(B writer^s hopes and dependances from any 
other fouiidation than that laid in Zion, namely, 
Jesus Christ. Few individuals apart from the 
ministerial office, are privileged to be made so 
great a blessing to a weak and wavering brother. 

(Diary Records,) — " Went to the private open- 
ing of an * organ,' where was an assemblage of 
those great men of music, who led the taste of the 
public mind. Surrounded by the motley group 
who were musing on the mystery of sounds, with 
that enchanted delirium peculiar to men of intel- 
lect and genius ; the writer recalled to mind the 
delusion of former days when he also was led 
astray by the luxury of musical enchantment ; 
and in the vanity of his mind, was " puffed up" with 
the pride of preferment amongst men. 0, how 
out of place did he now feel ; and yet suffering 
an agony of fleshly struggles, for enjoyment on 
the delectable occasion, for it was indeed a rich 
repast, to those who do not know a richer. The 
contest with the spirit was sharp and severe, but 
the flesh was obliged to give way." 

" October 27, 1842. — Was solicited to become 
member of a " Conversational Society," to 
discuss matters relating to the fine arts, painting, 
music, &c. Could not join them ; the mind has 
imdergone a wonderful change of late, and the 
importance of living separate from the world, as 
well as professing to be such, sensibly felt. A 
. solid foundation had been laid in the righteous 
desire for those spiritual gifts, sobriety and circum- 
spection, that I might bo Ivv^ «u% \ft ^<5'kl^'«s!^^^'^» 
^ 1. 
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disgrace, the gospel of God my Saviour in all * 
thiags. 0, that "for me to live may be Christ, 
and that by him the world may be crucified to 
me and I unto the world." Lord, what a blank 
is life without thee ; for what am /, and what is 
my life. To me it seems but one continuous act of 
sin and rebellion, beholding as I do the multiply- 
ing iniquities of my heart, in the daily transactions 
of life. that liou wouldest loosen my bonds 
and set me free. 

" Speak O Lord, my kind release, 
A poor backsliding soul restore : 
Love me freely, seal my peace; 
And let me rove from thee no more." 

'•^August 30, 1843. — Accompanied a sister to 
the Society of British Artists' Exhibition, London, 
but did not care to see any of the pictures. In- 
deed^ I quite sickened at the sight of those things 
that had been my stumbling-block and snare. 
And I thought — delightful as it may appear to 
gaze upon the gay variety of colours so ingeni- 
ously blended together in a picture, 'tis after all 
mere trickery — a delusion of the pencil — and the 
gratification, a dying pleasure." But the thought 
came not with sufficient power to enable him to 
give it up, and cast the foolish things aside. — 
These were stiU held with one hand, though not 
grasped as heretofore, in nature's lustful rapacity 
with " both hands greedily." Loosened from the 
first infirmity of a willing mind unto sin, the in- 
ward homage rendered to the idol was rather by 
^esbly constraint than from p\Qa;BViX8XA.^ Y'^x^se, 
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For wliikt the lamentation was " my soul cleaveth 
imto the dust ;" the prayer was " Quicken thou 
me, God, according to the word." ^ 

Now acquaintance with the last-named brother 
in the Lord, brought him into close connexion 
with many highly favoured in the family of God. 
Frequent communications and occasional meet- 
ings with these, led him to consider how small 
were his attainments, and slow the growth of his 
souL during the seven years he had been bom 
of God. For though there was an occasional 
rising above the vain and perishing things of time 
and sense, there was no such thing as a reckoning 
himself " dead indeed imto sin" by the body of 
Christ. Neither was there any continuance in 
those things he had learned of him, nor an abiding 
in those of which he had been assured. Spoilt 
through philosophy, he was a true Reubenite in 
Zion ; imstable as water, he could not excel, and 
as the babe in grace, so imskilful in the word of 
righteousness, he could not read or say * Shibbo- 
leth.' Shut up in the darkness of a way that is not 
good, light was but as the glimmerings of a dim and 
dying candle ; life, like the spark of an almost ex- 
tinguished ember. Here much tribulation and 
anguish arose ; and God laid the matter with a 
solemn weight upon the soul, which led him to 
ask, '^ Is there not a cause ?" and also to ponder 
well the path he was treading, and to establish 
(if he could) the way he was going in the sight 
of the Lord. And the word of exhortation was 
" Remove thy foot from eN\L,fet ^^^Tv^p^Rss^issaRsa* 
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tendeth to life, so he that porsueth e^^ ptirsaeth 
it to his own death,** A curse (says God) cause- 
less shall not come. Ah, it was an important 
period in the soul's experience, when the end of 
Arts perfection* was drawing to a close, and the 
infinite evil of his pursuit began to appear in its 
true and proper light, as contrary to the will of 
God, in the way of approach unto God, and the 
productive source of sorrow instead of rejoicing to 
the people of God. (2 Cor. ii. 3.*) Then was put 
up the most earnest fervent prayer in the true sin- 
cerity of his heart, to be delivered from that philo- 
sophy which had spoilt him, and to be rescued 
from that power which had overcome him. 

In proof the dark and barren state of his soul, 
buried in Art's philosophical heap of dross and 
tin ; witness the following extracts from letters 
received from the before-mentioned faithfrd friend 
and brother : — 

« « « • 

" Your epistle received this morning ftdly con- 
vinces me, how barren your soul is at this time ; 
for had the sweet dews of heaven rested upon 
your mind and spirit when you penned it, there 
would not have been such a lack of divine savour 
in the epistle, as I found there to be in the reading. 
Lack a day, it was as light as the foam upon the 
waters : and dare you say to the contrary in the 
presence of him who weighs the same and finds 
it light as air. 

• Not its practice — ^that was unhappily persisted in five 
j^eaiv a/ier this. 
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" It is easy to jump to conclusions, but not so 
to prove the love, the grace, the power, and the 
communion of the truth upon our hearts, when we 
write about it. I believe you to be a child of God, 
but like Jonah, " asleep in the ship ;" and at pre- 
sent, the storm, the rebuke, the lashing surges 
and waves of the great deep, have not overtaken 
you.— June 26, 1843." 

The next epistle commenced at follows : — 

* * * * " When last I 

wrote, I felt a little provoked with you; but 
then remember and believe me, I do think it was a 
righteous indignation,* ^om the effect it had upon 
me ; causing me to carry your weakness vnth my 
own to the throne. And I know, and am sure, 
that in all my acquaintance with you, it hath been 
to study your welfare ; and nothing would delight 
me more than to behold your growth in spiritual 
knowledge, and to see you progress from your 
babyism to a young man, and so at length to 
become a " father in Christ." 

" Essex, July 7, 1843. " J. G." 

Now it was our writer's mercy to be enabled to 
esteem him as his best friend, who would tell him 
of his faults and failings. (Prov. xxvii. 9.) This 
plain dealing, therefore, was highly prized, and 
he had wisdom given him to say " faithful are 

• ' Provoked with a righteous indignation.' This is that 
sinless anger allowed by God in d^ence o€ hi& VssscL^ss'Oix 
and glory, ( Connect with Ep\iea. vi ,^ •, ^StblsA, Ta3SL.^^>i 
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the wounds of a friend." We may depend tipon 
it, that man is our real friend, who being grieved 
for our affliction, and cannot bear to see a stain 
upon his brother's garment, gives him the whole- 
some and honest reproof of his heart. Though 
many count it " bitter, censorious, and severe ;*' 
mine be the privilege of deriving soul profit from 
that " sharpness of speech" which the Lord givesr 
unto some, and tends to edification, not destruc- 
tion. From all polite letter writers and smooth 
sycophant speakers, the Lord deliver me. To 
be praised in Christ is the only commendation 
that may be passed on a believer, for it is in 
him alone that he stands accepted and approved 
of God ; and as such, is one whom '^ the Lord 
commendeth." Fleshly adulation is but sinful 
compliment, and only commendeth in the devil. 
It is a great Christian secret, to learn how to 
forgive our offending friend four hundred and 
ninety times,* and still to admohish him as a 
brother. But to return to the time when the secret 
purpose of God in the manifestation of his Son 
was being opened up, namely, that he might 
destroy the works of tiie devil ; there was in con- 
nexion with such revelation, an associating the 
evil works of his hands (being so destroyed) mth 
the devil. 0, what a soul shuddering idea. Then 
was the importunate prayer put up for the " whole 
armour of God" that he might be able to stand 
against his wiles. 

* 27ie scriptural standard — seventy times seven (Matt. 
-rryZr; J0^J Implying mimit&Uon. 
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" May \8U — ^The day for the opening the annual 
exhibition of the Royal Academy of Painting ; 
considered once the most important event in t£e 
year." Ah, how many times, with hurried step 
and anxious thought, has he repaired to this great 
temple of science ; and impatiently waited outside 
the door, with hundreds of arts' deluded votaries 
for the hour of admittance, then madly rushed up 
the vestibule steps to catch the first glad sight of 
some great JR.A.'s* work. Alas, how tardy the 
steps to the house of God ; and how long may the 
doors of the sanctuary be seen open before the zeal 
of the Christiaii prompts him to be there. The sight 
of persons rushing to places of worldly amuse- 
ment may often be witnessed, but who in our day 
ever.fiaw two disciples running to the house of God 
to see which could get there first. (John xx. 4.) 

But the day in question, once surrounded by a 
bright halo of delights, was now sunk into the 
shades of night ; when its importance crumbled 
into nothingness, as the insignificant thing of 
yesterday. " how I do bless the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he has 
^ven me other objects to view, (delightful to the 
spiritual eyes) and other subjects to study, (glorious 
in joys to the soul) than the flesh pleasing gratifi- 
cation of the senses, which once so absorbed my 
attention and captivated my heart. I trust I do 
know better now than to waste my precious time 
in pursuits which are neither lawftil or expedient;" 
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Yes, the heart was sensible of its defects, but 
this only added weight to the already intolerable 
burden of a guilty conscience* tor to him that 
knoweth his master's will and doeth it not, it is sin : 
it is sin in more ways than one. Now the writer 
had proved this, to his own soul's cost ; and yet 
continued the practice. He hated every foe in 
his heart, and yet enemies were the best fed in his 
household. That which was opposed to God he 
despised, and yet joined himsefr in league with 
the opposition. This is the mystery of sinning in 
the believer : he is the special subject of that ano- 
maly, " when I would do good, evil is present 
with me." He loves by nature, what he hates by 
grace. And thus it was with the writer, he de- 
lighted in the " law of God after the inward man ;** 
yet being in captivity to the "law of sin" which was 
in his members, he practised evil in the presence 
of good. Nevertheless, he said with Paul, " though 
with my flesh I serve the law of sin," yet, " that 
which I do I allow not ; for what I would, that 
I do not, but WHAT I hate that I do." What a 
merciful expression for the soul's relief (not 
excuse) has God allowed to be recorded in the 
following — " If I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me." 
fRom. vii. 20). And again, " The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's dear Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin" — ^the sin we would do and the sin we would 
not do. 
Now this h&tredi increased as the fact was re- 
veaJedy that in science (falftdy w> c,«J^<&^^ ^Jc^at^ 
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was opposition-^^oppoBitioil to God ; to the will of 
God; tiiewordofGod; the work of God; the way 
of God ; and being one of the " wise things" of this 
world, — ^to the wisdom of God. That as it was " not 
after God," it must be after the devil. Solemn and 
awful thought to one who had professed before 
men to be a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and as such to have turned his back upon Satan ; 
but alas, when the soul gets into bad company, it 
shakes hands with the devil himself in the crowd. 
Then for the better security of the soul against 
the elementary evils of the world, God led him 
into the "chambers of imagery," and showed him 
the secret of those things done in the dark, reveal- 
ing unto him some of the abominations attached 
to the polite arts, painting, poetry, and music. 
This he did to grieve him as he did Peter (John 
xxi. 17) on the one hand, and that his righteous 
soul might be vexed as was Lot's (2 Peter ii. 7) 
on the other. He first opened his eyes to the fact, 
that the works of the " Old Masters,'* to which 
he was particularly attached, were the productions 
of heathens, idolaters, and Roman catholics, the 
avowed enemies of God and truth. Could he 
bear this ? with the fear of God before his eyes, 
Could he call these his companions and Mends ? 
Could he think of travelling the journey of life 
with those, of whom he was taught of God to say 
"I count them my enemies." Could he frequent 
their chambers of death, and call those his guests 
who were in the depths of hell ? Could tMs be 
called separation from l3aft ^or&i^^ ^ss^ ^5»s!isiQ&^^-- 
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tion unto the Lord ? The soul paused at a reve- 
lation of these things and wept very sore. 

The mind was then led to look upon the public 
exhibitions as being to him the great temples of 
idolatry ; and to view the heart entering into a 
bewitching study (as had been frequently done) 
of the various works therein displayed, with a 
painter like spirit, to be rendering idolatrous 
worship. Could he bear this? In the heights of 
ids intellectuality to be put on a level with igno- 
rant Brahmins t In the soundness of his theology 
to be classed with the sinful errors of idolatrous 
papists? nay, in the spirituality of his mind, to 
be a heathen in his practice ? Could this be any- 
thing like the sanctified soul's sacred reverence 
of its God ? Alas, was it not rather worshipping 
the work of men's hands, that which their own 
fingers had made ? The soul recoiled at this idea^ 
and asked itself, " what agreement hath the temple 
of God with idols ? or what concord could there 
be betwixt Christ and Belial." This also was seen 
to be a grievous evil, and which sufiused the soul 
in tears. 

The next aspect in which painting was beheldj 
was in its religious garb ; adorned in the seemingly 
clean vestments of natural piety and fleshly virtue, 
Rafaelle, because he painted well, was termed 
"the divine," as if he inspired divine feelings 
into the hearts of those who contemplated his 
works. Ah, said Sir P. P. Rubens on his death 
bedf with a zeal for God but not according to 
^owledge^^^^ We (noble army oi i^wnXfet^ «w 
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all going to heaven, and Vandyke is of the party." 
The writer was not so sure of that, at any rate he 
knew he could not get there without a Mediator, of 
whom no mention was made by the knight. But 
so it is with all self-righteous philosophers and relir 
gious fanatics : the painter, in the extravagance of 
his pious fancy, thmks the worship of the sanc- 
tuary is incomplete without his pictures ; the musi-: 
oian, in the wildness of his enthusiasm, thinks its 
service is wanting in solemnity without his music. 
Thus the fine arts are said to " aid and assist relit 
gion," and that pictures are " incentives to pious 
emotions, helps and auxiliaries to holy devotion." 
And in the writer's study of the religion of all lands 
j^rom the ignorant heathen to the enlightened Eot 
man and Briton, he could never see it but coht 
jiected with some rude or rare work of art. But 
could he, — ^professedly a spiritual worshipper of 
that God who is a spirit and is onZy to be worship- 
ped in spirit and in truth ; could he bear such trash 
as this ? coiild he identify himself with such imt 
righteous stuff as this ? awful delusions I at which 
the soul shaking in the chains of his bondage, gave 
utterance to the voice of " roaring." 

Next, poetry was seen in the light of a faci- 
nating evil : not the psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs, penned, by the ready writers in Zion, for 
Israel's sweet singers unto the Lord from the 
heart ; but that rhyme of mere taste, exquisite in 
error, and unscriptural in its effects, written to 
work upon the feelings, excite the passions.^ *^^ 
jnflanje the mind. "Wita^s^^ ^'fe 1^qwsi^\-^ 
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*' Wh<x shall an ear to poesy refuse ? 
Who shall condemn the labours of the muse ? 
That kindles the purest passions and mspires, 
Angelic pleasures and sublime desires. 
When thus in sacred unison combine 
Alike inspired the poet and divine; 
And where the flowers of science all expand. 
Walk genius and devotion hand in hand." 

Now then, reader, are your ^re»^ passions, the 
devotion of genius f was Peter's and the rest of 
the apostles ? Did the flowers of science expand 
in the essentially " angelic pleasures" enjoyed by 
Paul w^en he said, " Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings, in heavenly places 
IN Christ ?" Or were the " sublime desires" of 
David who spoke for God, when he said, " The 
Lord hath chosen Zion, he hath desired it for his 
habitation ; this is my rest for ever, here will I 
dwell;" kmdled by the flourish of a poet? No, 
there is no " sacred unison" between such rhyme 
and divinity. To the writer, it leads his soul 
back again to its unregenerate days of intem- 
perate zeal, and misinterpreted sublimity ; when 
in a supposed dignity of mind, but through the 
pride and vanity of his depraved heart, studjring 
the works of nature, he linked " genius and devo- 
tion*' together, as twin graces of the Spirit. But 
now, being taught from above to sing unto the 
Lord a " new song," the ear is deaf to the voice 
o£ such a charmer, and condemns the ^' labours" 
ofaucb a ''muse." 
27iea ^^ music/' that qumtesaenc^ ol «2\ ^^^^- 
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table enjoyments to the chaste and refined mind^ 
was revealed as being an hurtful lust to his easy 
caught soul. Nor did its captivating influence 
become subdued, till the sweeter melody of the 
Lord's voice from heaven, sounded salvation in 
}iis ears, 

'* Salvation, O the joyful sound 
*Tis music." ('Tis indeed.) 

Then as the soul hearkened unto the soothing 
accents of love and mercy, (sweet music to angels 
])eholding its effects, Luke xv. 10.) that flow from 
the charming lips of Christ ; the harmony of earthly 
sounds fell in dull cold notes of discord, upon the 
insensible and better taught ear. 

Now these were some pf art's abominations, 
revealed to the writer for the purpose of filling him 
"with abhorrent indignation at those things which 
bad offended and vexed his righteous soul, and 
grieved the Holy Spirit of God. And of these 
rudiments of the world, or, as it reads in the 
margin, " elements" of the world, elsewhere 
called the " beggarly elements" of evil, the writer 
began to be heartily ashamed, tending as they 
did to vanity, pride, ambition, and vain glory, 
with all the refined sins of philosophy. 

Now Satan's retort to this line of teaching would 
be — Thou fool, what can the high and lofty One 
that is busied with the vast concerns of eternity, 
and is himself the fulness of all immensity, have 
to do with thy simplicity ? what is thy painting 
of a picture unto him ? But that God \x\.v^5d;. ''s^aS^ 
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the^nemy and the avenger^ he ordained that the 
strength of his word should come out of the mouth 
of the babe and suckling in grace. He would, 
therefore, answer — ^much every way, for if he 
comprehendeth the small dust of the ecurth ; counts 
the very hairs of our heads, and takes thought of 
the tiny grass and tender herb ; who considereth 
the lilies of the field and feedeth the fowls of the 
air, how much more shall he not take cognizance 
of the things of his people ? Yes, by him thoughts 
are known afar off; actions are weighed ; and the 
words of his people God comes for. He knoweth 
the way that they take and the works that they 
do. Thus the soul sided with God in the very 
midst of its sinnings ; and, moreover, took its 
stand by the word of God, when the opposer 
further asked, " what harm there could possibly 
be in the painting a picture ?" the answer here 
too was, " much every way." For the graven 
or (painted) image, though not resembling any- 
thing in heaven above, is in the " likeness of 
that which is in earth beneath ;" and so forbidden 
to be made, by God in his law (Exodus xx. 4) 
and also disallowed by God in his gospel. (1 Cor. 
X. 19, 20.) It is, therefore, an hateful act in his sight. 

iDeut. xvi. 22 ) ; It militates against his glory 
Isa. Ixii. 8) ; it provokes him to anger (Is. Ixv. 3 J ; 
it is a curse and an abomination (Deut. xxvii. 15); 
iniquity and vanity (Hosea xii. 11) ; it is heart 
adidterv (Exod. xxxiv. 15) ; and so an unclean 
tbing" (2 Cot, vi. 17) ; it is a wicked practice, 
aad a '' damnable sin," (Rev.xiv. ^, \Q^ \ xMoksa 
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God in mercy prevent (Isa. ii. 18). Idolatry 
was the peculiar temptation which the devU 
offered unto Jesus on the mountain ; (Matt. iv. 9) 
and is the "positive religion of the apostacy" 
(Rev. ix. 20). Idolatry in its image worship was 
the blasting botch of Egypt. In self-adoration 
and covetousness, it is the plague spot of Europe ; 
and in the worship of the beast, it is the curse of 
Rome ; whilst homage and reverence of the true 
God above, is the glory of heaven and earth. 
Now the "fine arts" have ever been the great 
and leading channels of idolatry since the first 
heathen worship of the sun, moon, and stars. The 
labours of painters, gravers, and sculptors, have 
ever been employed in imagery ; in the works of 
idol service ; and they retain to this day their 
deadening tendency in the heart, to destroy all 
spiritual worship of God, the spirit and life of aU 
true and vital religion. 

Now such was the effect upon the writer with his 
idol. Sowing to the flesh, he reaped corruption, 
and becoming the willing servant of sin, the wages 
of payment he received was death to his comforts, 
misery in all his ways, and destruction to his 
peace and happiness. For behold the Lord did 
send the * caterpillar' into his * garden' and the 
cockatrice into his * orchard;' and whereas the 
former eat up every thing * green ;' the eggs of 
the latter supplied a food that was poison ; there- 
fore, those that were -eaten brought death and 
misery into the soul, whilst those that were 
crushed, broke out into a v\^y, (JsA.,^kJ.. ^>\ ^> 
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the many wounding stings inflicted by this scorn 
pion ; he was serpent-bitten, and serpent-stung. 
Yet stQl to serve the idol was the daily practice 
of his life ; indeed, it was the willing necessity of 
his nature prompted by the carnal motiyes — ^pride^ 
funbition, and love of fan^e. The mental members 
were i/ielded, as instruments of unrighteousnesa 
unto this siQ ; and so was he held in the ** bond- 
age of corruption," under the elements of art's 
fantastic evils in the world, that he could not re- 
lease himself; many were the efforts, but man's 
strength in spiritual things is the perfection of 
weakness ; *' power belongeth unto God." Then 
the soul in its suffering, said, "- verily I have 
cleansed my heart in vain,* and washed my handa^ 
in (useless) innocency ; seeing that " all the day 
long I am plagued and chastened every morn- 
ing. When I thought to know truth in this way, 
(which was God's way,^) not wholly understand-, 
ing my errors, it was too painful for me, until I 
went into the sanctuary of God, then understood 
I their end." 

Another memorable Christmas was 1845, wheA 
treading in the footsteps of the flock, he followed 
the dear people of God to the house of prayer^. 
The sQly sheep, many years a wanderer " where 
there was no way," was then brought \)ack again 
into the fold of Jesus, and returned to the Shep-r 
herd and Bishop of his soul. Here he sat in the 
long forsaken house, under the faithfully preachedt 

* Beferring to these late discoveries and the hope buil^ 
Hpon them for good. 
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word, with delightsome enjoyment, finding he 
could stand the test of scripture in the main; 
though suffering a ^* great fight of afi^ction" in 
the struggle to maintain his evidences ; the seve- 
rity of the searching word well nigh cutting him 
off, for the watchman '^ smote and wounded him, 
taking away his veil/' Still the smitings were 
in fEiithfalness and the wounds in love: and so 
the bitter thing was sweet, and the medicine was 
food. Yes, there he sat really feeling as they did 
actually sing, 

" No more a stranger or a guest 
But like a child at home." 

Here the Lord began to put his hand a second 
time to the work, and severely exercised him in 
soul by cross-examination and the critical ques- 
tions of his all-searching Spirit; when the 
" mystery of iniquity" within was more clearly 
opened up to his view. Then he rightly under- 
stood the ways and workings of his secret enemy, 
and the treacherous dealings of his own depraved 
heart ; for all things were brought to remembrance 
from the day of his first "terrible reckoning" 
until now : and the greater abominattons" than 
those already revealed, were beheld by the " see- 
ing eye" which the Lord had made. (Prov. xx. 
12.) The deceitful above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked heart, was then laid bare ; its 
trickery and treachery, duplicity and depravity, 
set in the light in which they are seen by God 
himself. (Psaboa xc. 8.^ " T^ ^vj^ CS Q^s^'-^ 
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in the sanctuary :'' and here the revelation was 
made. Yes, a signal honour was put upon the 
^* amiable tabernacle" where God dwelleth ; an4 
a special blessing accompanied the faithfid preach- 
ing of his word. A searching ministry tried and 
proved him ; when being weighed in the balances 
of the sanctuary, he was " found wanting^ He 
was short weight in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, and in purity, in tem- 
perance, in patience, in chastity, in meekness, in 
mercifulness, (Matt. v. 7) and in humility; and 
wanting in wisdom, understanding, and truth; 
light in the things of God. Then the Lord coun- 
selled the soul, no longer to spend its money for 
that which was not " bread," but to buy of him 
V* gold tried in the fire," that it might be rich in 
those things that maketh rich, as do all the bless-, 
ings of the Lord, (Prov. x. 22) without the 
addition of sorrow. The crown of the spiritually 
wise, is set with the precious jewels of heavenly 
wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. An4 
such are rich in 3ie blessings deposited in their 
" head" even in Jesus Christ, where, or in whom, 
is all the believer's treasure. Here did the writer 
now set up his secret aflfections, finding nothing 
but death in the destroyer's path; he fixed his 
thoughts on high, and to the attainment of wisdom, 
out of which are the " issues of lipe." 

Then art sunk lower than ever in his estima*, 

tion, and he despised that evil thing which once 

Jbe lovedy and hated the iniquity so long regarded 

fa hia heart. When rising Bu^enot Vi \\vft \i^^- 
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garly element of his nature, and rejoicing in a 
signification of deliverance, (a granted sense of 
that pardon which was to be revealed in th6 
fulness of time,) he fain would think the unclean 
spirit of idolatrous lust, had gone out of him alto- 
gether ; as if the devil ever yet departed from the 
soul without tearing it. (Mark ix. 26.) 

But the learning by divine teaching of the 
^ error of his ways* was to be by " line upon linej 
^d precept upon precept." God speaks unto his 
disobedient children oftentimes as with " stam- 
mering lips, and another tongue," revealing unto 
them a knowledge of themselves and him, by pre- 
ieepts, providences, and parables. Therefore, his 
was not yet the happy lot of a liberated one, freed 
from the power and dominion of his particular 
sin; for whilst in the very act of uttering with 
the solemn assembly, " Lord our God, other 
}ords beside thee have had the dominion over us^ 
but now by thee only, will we make mention of 
thy name ;" " vain deceit," one of the " spoilers'* 
would arise in his heart, and the philosophy of 
his mind become a * robber' to his soul. Pollu- 
tion w^,s his portion. Though in the very house 
of God, and engaged in the solemn services of th^ 
sanctuary, the mind would arrange a picture from 
the minister and people, or glean ideas of 
^' grouping" from the gathering multitude ; or. 
exercise its functions in the interior varieties of 
the place — anon, a bit of a cloud seen through a 
skyUght, or the rays of the sun darting through a 
window; would ifewr^ iSi iiwcD^x Hs^sSiiii^.'^ ^- 
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light ; when the apt imagination would soon 
picture to the mind a fitly composed subject for 
their happy representation. Then the canvass 
and colours were thought of — ^the time when, and 
the way and manner how, the contemplated desire 
was to be carried out — " the master" that painted 
in that particular style ; the many advantages 
obtained by a mature consideration of the subject, 
and so on, till he was worked up into the frenzy 
of enthusiasm, and carried away by a fit of fleshly 
excitement, into the delectable but delusive 
regions of art and science ; forgetting where he 
was, who he was, and what he was. And these 
feelings would come upon him when the brethren 
were engaged in prayer, or when the more 
honoured servant was employed in preaching ; so 
that the soul was robbed and spoiled of the plea- 
sure and profit derivable from these first ordinances 
of God's house. Then was seen exemplified, and 
was suffered from, that solemn truth of God's 
word, ^^ Because Ephraim hath made many altars 
to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin," a sjmoni- 
mous expression to " surely thou didst set them 
in slippery places ;" " Shall we receive good at 
the hand of God and shall we not receive evil ?" 
and again, ^^ Is there evil in the city and the Lord 
hath not done it ?" or his part. How important 
the prayer, " Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil." 

This would increase his self-loathings, through 

^e death workings, and sinful windings of his 

secret enemy ; and add theretrnto a\va.m^ mA ^csti- 
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fusion both before God and his people. For how 
could he hold up in Zion a heathen's head ; and 
appear before God with an idolater's heart. 

But how kind and good is God the Lord, and 
what a merciful provision for sinners is the 
" Mediator" between God and man ; by and 
through whom we may approach unto our God, vile 
and filthy though we be. His worth and worthi- 
ness demands the Father's blessing for t« ; his 
sympathy and affection transfers it wnto vjs. There- 
fore for his sake was pardon to be bestowed ; " God 
for Christ's sake;" that he might exalt Jesus 
upon the throne of the heart for ever ; and ever- 
lastingly establish his covenant of peace with the 
soul ; he spake on this wise ; " not for your sake 
do I this, saith the Lord, forgiveness is for Christ's 
sake" (Ephes. iv. 32) ; salvation for my mercy 
sake (Psalm iv. 4 ; Ibid. xxxi. 16) ; and mercy 
for my righteousness and truth sake (Ps. ciii. 1) ; 
and all is for the honour of Christ's " excellent 
majesty," the glory of his infinite holiness, and 
to the praise of his "wonderful" name. But 
unto you belongeth shame and confusion of face ; 
as he saith imto sinful Israel, " be ashamed and 
confounded for your own ways." 

Then was the writer filled with confusion before 
God ; and in himself he felt truly ashamed of the 
oaks he had desired ; and was confoimded for the 
gardens he had chosen. And the more conspi- 
cuous did the soul's desolation (the reward of its 
shame) appear, when conscious guilty shut tliA 
mouth of prayer bot\i Va ^xiXXvi ^\^\^t>^^^- ^^^^^ 
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its poverty became manifest by the mingled 
speech, and confused language of the lips; for 
having mixed himself up with the heathen, and 
learnt some of their ways, he spake half in the 
speech of Ashdod and hsdf in the language of the 
Jews. 0, the " many stripes'* with which he was 
beaten at this stage, from Mend and foe. Then 
said the soul in its calamity, " once my glory was 
fresh in me, and strong in tiie Lord, I went forth 
in the power of his might unto the battle ;" but 
now they that are " younger than I* have me in 
derision — " I am smaJl and despised," my lean- 
ness, my leanness. And so shut up would his 
soul be, that it could not come forth with words 
to speak that which is good, to the praise of the 
glory of God ; whereas the brethren would out of 
the abundance of the heart, speak with their 
mouths the wonderful things of God. But the 
writer^ s lips were sealed, and no man could open 
the mouth that God had shut; so that he had 
nothing to say in Zion. And God having " re- 
turned to his own place," (Hosea v. 15) he was 
dumb also before the Lord ; thus brought to the 
place of the " stopping of mouths," he realized in 
the bitterness of his soul another awfiil truth of 

* Al&B, there were maDy *' young ones" who were in 

'^ good liidng V* and who had '' cast out their sorrows /' 

that looked with an eye of derisive contempt upon him 

whom they thought years behind themselves in exx>eri- 

ence. This is a prevalent evil in Zion. May the reader 

study rather to be an ensample to the flock, than a lord 

over God'a heritage. " Consider tkmeVi \e&l tlam also 

A© tempted,** 
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inspiration, " Ephraim shall receive shame, and 
be dumb in the day of rebuke." 

Then was the determination made at all risks, to 
give up that corruption working thing, which was 
to the soul, as canker is to gold ; the very rust of 
which was a witness against it (James v. 3), and 
" praver (though clean shut out) was made for 
him (that is Jesus Christ) continually," that he 
would bow the heavens and come down to his 
release ; that he would drive out the enemy of all 
happiness to his soul, and bring in its " mend," 
and peace ; that he would destroy the idol and 
cause the image to cease. 

But affliction by the rod of correction was yet 
to be endured, for he " whose way (of mercy) is 
in the sea, (so deep that it cannot be fathomed by 
mortals) and whose path (of wisdom and love) is 
in the mighty waters (so immensely great and 
broad that men cannot measure it) was pleased 
still to meet him reprovingly in his word. This 
he did in the night watches, recorded as follows : 

Midnight^ July 13, 1847. Awoke to medita- 
tion, then arose and struck a light to read the 
word of God. Turning over the sacred page, the 
eye rested upon the 4th verse, 16 Psalm, " Their 
sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after 
another god." Light came in with word, when 
the secret of all his sufferings was revealed; 
much of the came having been obscured by the 
soul's confusion. The folly of his proceedings was 
then more clearly seen thaaevet^wv^\sfe^'!5S>ss5Sssat 
the power of the Yroid- IVi^ ^^^^ «^^^ ^^'^ 
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would fain have hastened to be loosened, as he 
had formerly made haste to follow " another god" 
(as the disobedient and idolatrous do) into bondage. 
But the soul was still to be kept bound in the 
chains of captivity (though now a " prisoner of 
hope,") till the day of its death unto this sin. 
Nevertheless the heart applied itself unto * wis- 
dom,' as the principle thing worthy of attainment : 
feeling assured it was " fools" only, that, because 
of their transgressions, where thus afllicted." And 
he said within himself, but " where shall wisdom 
be found, and where is the place of understand- 
ing ?" Natural man knowefli not, neither is it to 
be found in the land where he dwells ; " the 
depth says it is not in me, and the sea saith it is 
not with me ;' art and science had proved it was 
not with them. It cannot be gotten for gold, 
weighed for silver, or valued for precious stones. 
That which was destruction and death to his soul, 
had heard the fame thereof, but never found it 
out. Then said he who prepared it in his infinite 
mercy, and searched it out in the depths of his 
love ; yea, who declared it from heaven by his 
typical lawgiver unto Israel, (Deut. xiii. 4) and 
established it by the word of the antitypical 
Shiloh at the gathering of his people unto him 
when on the earth, (Matt. x. 28) Behold I " the 
fear of the Lord ;" that unerring evidence of 
eternal interest in the love of God, who possessed 
the soul in the beginning of his way before his 
works^ of old, (ProY. viii. ti2), " t\i^ fe^x o^ Ihft 
Lord ;" that sure proof in tune olL\>em^ %,\fcra»SL^ 
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with him who was set up from everlasting, from 
the begmning, or ever the earth was. (verse 23.) 
" The fear of the Lord," that celestial principle 
in Jesus when he prepared the heavens, when he 
established the clouds above, and strengthened 
the fountains of the deep below, (verse 28.) " The 
fear of the Lord," daily his delight and the joy 
of one, rejoicing always before him, (verse 30.) 
" The fear of the Lord, that is vnsdom^ and to 
depart from iniquity that is understanding.'' 
to be thus wise and endued with this * spirit of 
understanding.' Whoso findeth me (says Jesus the 
perfection of the wisdom of God,) findeth life 
and shall obtain favour of the Lord." What a 
favour to know him that is true, and finding him, 
to find life. how the soul, long " spoilt through 
philosophy" did seize this "substaCnce" of the 
word of God, and it was now mercifully given 
him to possess the feeling as an uppermost desire, 
to walk in the fear of the Lord, to " fear God 
and keep his commandments ;" for in this 
path, and in this only, (essentially gospel. Acts, 
ix. 31,) is realized the ^* comforts of the Holy 
GhostJ^ The writer then sought out for the sober 
minded amongst men, desiring to be a " com- 
panion of all them that fear thee Lord, of 
them that keep thy precepts;" who so esteem 
this "fear" as the "beginning of wisdom" that 
from a principle of love to such knowledge of 
God (Prov. ii. 5.) they walk circumspectly j " not as 
fools but as wise." And therefore they endaa.vQ?HL 
to redeem the past time, «^ccl\. Vtl ^n^ ^^«s^^^^^ 
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and lay in store for themselves " a good foundation 
against the time to come." (Tim. i. 6. 19.) These 
ask themselves some solemn questions ere they 
do this and that in the world, and cannot, dare 
not, and are determined by the help of God, they 
will not do, as many do, " because it is sin 
against God.'* They pause and meditate over their 
proceedings and practices, and send up the secret 
cry for preservation from the least of aU apparent 
evils, as they would to be preserved from the great- 
est ; because the least, (unrestrained,) ever leads 
unto the greatest. And they " give imto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name," for health, help, 
and strength ; bringing as an offering in righte- 
ousness" before him, the ascription of praise and 
" power" unto him, and might both of wisdom 
and strength ; who giveth sustaining, supporting, 
and resisting grace unto his people, when enabled 
to " cease from sin,*' whilst others fall, they say, 
" So did not I, because of the fear of the Lord." 
0, that both reader and writer may be like "Oba- 
diah" who feared the Lord ^^ greatly" 

But to return to the time when the fact was 
brought to the painter's mind that he had found 
an enormous increase of sorrow (despite these 
occasional seasons of revival,) in his " haste" to 
follow the foolish god of his heart, he was now 
assured by the many painful discoveries of his 
dust cleaving propensities, that his pursuit being 
condemned by God, whose curse resteth upon 
eveiy evil wajr^ there was no peace to his heart 
-«? tAis path, but multiplying botion^^^ ^.^.^xrcKa.- 
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lating griefs, and growmg evils. " Thistles grew 
instead of wheat, and cockles instead of barley." 

Then he repented with that unrepenting sorrow 
of a godly sort, wherewith he was clothed in his 
humility, when was revived the righteous desire 
for deliverance, founded upon the promise of God 
in the time of the soul's remembrance of its evil 
ways (Ezekiel xxxvi. 31) ; and, therefore, (tend- 
ing, as it did, to salvation,) the soul at the same 
time was raised up to " hope in the end'* by the 
Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead. It is not so 
with the wicked, they " lie down in their sorrow." 

Still the flesh continued its lustings for carnal 
food, unsubdued as it was ; and did again seek to 
gather the vintage fruits of wickedness in the 
autumn of this year. Some charming scenery in 
Hertfordshire being beheld, when nature was 
wearing her golden dress, the colours were once 
more taken out into the fields, to transfer the 
warm effects of the sun to the canvass. But a 
counteracting circumstance of spiritual import set 
in upon him, and he was absorbed in solemn 
thoughts of God and his soul. And so blessedly 
was he lifted out of self^ and made to sit in a 
heavenly place, drawn up in heart by the approv- 
ing smile of God upon an act touching the main- 
tenance of . his honour amongst men ; that all 
painting was vain. His " sketch book" only was 
used, and that to write down his feelings, as fol- 
lows ; " Blessed be God, my God, who teacheth 
my "hands to war, and m^ ^"tv^^"^^ ^^'^ '^'^^^•^ ''^ 
an event just happened, xec^^^. ^^"^ "^^ '^'^'^ 
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ment of separation from the world, a season of 
deadness to art's delusive charms, and a time of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord : and, 
0, to thmk that ever my highly prized * sketch 
book,' with all the darling apparatus for painting 
from nature, which for years I have caressingly 
carried about with me, as most invaluable 
treasures,* should have become to me as they 
now are — useless lumber I 0, happy return of 
early hours : blest precursor of brighter days to 
come. Undeserved as was the event, yet so it 
was : he went out to draw and paint, but instead 
of this, his heart was tuned to sing, and he re- 
turned blessing and praising God. 

The like merciful display of God's goodness 
was granted, when in town he went unwittingly 
to the "Westminster Hall Exhibition of Car- 
toons." Grace so reigned over nature, that the 
wonderful productions of England's first master 
minds in art, were looked upon merely as the 
superior toys of some vanity fair. The com- 
partments of the HaU were hastily passed through, 
very hurried glances given at the giant " works" ; 
the fire of enthusiasm was fast going out : all 
painter-like excitement ceasing ; and sobriety 
filling the mind that was once all fire, fume, and 
flame. 

* A person never having been the enthusiastic subject of 

any specific idolatry^ can have little idea of the fond 

attachment for such tMngs. The '' materials for painting" 

were to the writer, as the images of precious metal which 

Jiachael stole away, were to Laban \ "wYio -^wTsued after 

^acob, and diUgenUy searched for Ma \o«^. "\iCt«:^>DMft!' 
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But ah ! the prey was not going to be taken 
from the mighty, by such an easy process as this. 
God's way of teaching wisdom, is mostly by 
showing " Imrd things'^ unto his people. Though 
often had up before the bar of God upon trial, 
the case was not over at the pleading of " guilty." 
The Surety's time to fulfil the purpose of his 
heart was not yet come : so that there was no 
acquittal of the soul. The judge's occasional 
smile in the "hearing," and his sending the 
" Comforter" when in the dungeon of despair, 
was to keep the soul from sinking under the trial, 
because he was " a prisoner of hope :" there- 
fore the day of deliverance was still deferred. 

The devil, the king of terrors, and that great 
treacherous dealer with God's people, f Isa. xxi. 
2.) who makes them pant with the fearrulness of 
his afirightings, believing that his reign was now 
short, stirred up his strength in the foul work of 
spoliation, still to ensnare the poor soul and if 
possible, to destroy it. A most favourable oppor- 
tunity presented itself, which he instantly seized, 
and by artful stratagem, succeeded in again 
bringing the soul into captivity. 

The Committee of the Polytechnic Institution, 
at the town where the writer resided, projected 
a plan for a " grand public Exhibition of Philo- 
sophical and Mechanical Apparatus, specimens of 
Antiquity, Paintings, Models, and other objects 
of y ertu and Art :" what a rational idea, and how 
apparently harmless^the inverLtiQ\\.l ^<3^ \5^*^!ss>s* 
be was invited to " coiitnSavsXfc -r \si ^^ ^fiSSu'^^s^^^ 

■1 
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in the promotion of " taste" among tte people. 
His susceptible nature saw no reason why he 
should not unite in the philanthropic attempt to 
advance the public good : when, to excite the 
smothered emulation of his soul, the fact was 
brought to mind that on a former occasion, he 
was the successful candidate among competitors 
for a prize, for the " best painting in oil," offered 
by the said Institution. 

Well, a subject of local interest was soon 
selected: a large view of the town. Every 
opportunity was then embraced, not to "walk 
about Zion, to tell the towers thereof, and mark well 
her bulwarks ;" but to walk about the suburbs of 
the said town, to tell the steeples thereof, and to 
mark well her chief points of interest and 
attraction. And, 0, the numberless morning, 
evening, and Sabhath day (to his shame be it 
spoken) visits to the approved spot : and the 
many * Sketches' made of its separate parts, for a 
faithful transcript of the whole. The children of 
this world are, in their generation, wiser than the 
children of light : " Whose soul is made * fat' by 
such " diligent search" after things spirituaL 

Now the public Exhibition scheme, meeting 
with universal support, it grew into a magni- 
tude, little entertained by its projectors. The 
* Opening' therefore, was deferred till the 
following Summer: which afforded the painter 
ample time, fully to digest his contemplated 
ideas, and to paint his proposed pictures ; but, 
Q the torment of his mmd) migx^^^e^ ^wJQcl ^ 
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sense of the wrong and unlawM course he was 
pursuing : it writhed in agony, under the full 
weight of that condemnatory sentence, now 
sounding like thunder in his ears, " Their sorrows 
shall be multiplied that hasten af^er another 
god." As the " solitary city" that had become 
tributary to a foreign power, and of whom it was 
said " her tears are on her cheeks,** so his eyes 
now poured out fears, and that before God whose 
"heavy hand" was upon him. Yes, the soul 
having again fallen &om its steadfastness, and 
erred from the faith, found that " God who dis- 
tributeth sorrow," had sorely afflicted him for his 
sin : and not only so, but that as a " man's 
enemies are those of his own household," he had 
"pierced A2V7MC?/' through with many sorrows." 

This double suffering under the "power of 
evil," produced the two-fold cry^ — ^for mercy (Psa. 
Ixix. 13.) and vengeance, (Jere. xi. 20.) bringing 
the soul into some such position as David des- 
cribes, when he says, " deep calleth unto deep :" 
or as the prophet expresses the soul's echoing 
call from the " low dungeon :" "the stone shaU 
cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the 
timber shall answer it." 

Never was the soul m such " heaviness*^ 
before, through the "manifold temptations" of 
this besetting sin. He was brought to his "wifs 
end," felt numbered with " fools :" sunk to the 
lowest possible sense of degradation, and aa \£ 
he had no pre-emineiidft sJocysr^ ^<^\i^'^^^ ^ssss-^ 
lay bold of only such ^t^oti^ qS. ^srx^^^,^' 
tbisy " a living dog ia \>^\ltet «aswv ^ ^^"^y^ >^^'^- 
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But on looking into the word of God, he found 
mercy had been extended to such vile characters 
as Manasseh and \ Mary Magdalene : and that 
the people of God, in all ages, though the worst 
of backsliders, had experienced that "the Lord is 
good^ his mercy is from everlasting, and his 
truth endureth to all generations." Therefore, as 
Noah could drink to excess and be spared, so 
might not he who was drunken (though not with 
wine) ? (Is. xxix. 9.) If righteous Lot could 
commit incest, and be preserved of God : might 
not he whose incestuous heart had lusted aiR;er 
the unclean things forbidden of God ? (Deut. iv. 
23.) If Abraham could tell Hes, and be par- 
doned : so might not he, who like Ephraim, had 
" compassed God about with Hes :" and as the 
house of Israel with "deceit?" (Hosea xi. 12.) 
If Aaron could deliberately melt down golden 
earrings, and make an idol calf to be worshipped, 
and yet be the " called of God" and " anointed 
of the Lord :" so might not he, called with the 
one hope of God's calling, and anointed by his 
Spirit, agam with the people of God " come be- 
fore his presence with thanksgiving ?' If David 
could commit adultery and murder, and yet be 
" guided by the counsel of God, and afterwards 
received into glory :" might not his " hope" in 
the mercy of God continue, and his expectation not 
be cut off, even though he had been guilty of the 

adultery o£ the heart (Matt. xv. 19.) and murder 
oftheeoul?* (Prow. xi. 19.) 1^ Solomon could 

* The ^murder of the soul' must not \« \i<ecftXaatft\iVi 
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love fte strange women of Moab, Ammon, and 
Edom, and still the wisdom of God be with him : 
peradventure, in the strange vanities wherewith 
the writer * provoked God/ he might bear with 
him in his folly, and yet teach him wisdom. If 
Israel could " worship false gods, could murmur 
and rebel, and anger God with their abominable 
idolatries ;" and yet, " At the same time, saith the 
Lord, whilst in anger I perform the intents of my 
heart, wiU I be the God of all the families of 
Israel :" surely the rebellious and idolatrous 
writer might hope yet to be ransomed from the 
hand of him who was stronger than he, and be 
caused to walk in the straight ways of Zion, 
wherein there is no stumbling block laid for the 
feet. If Ephraim could backslide, and hire 
lovers that loved not God, and yet retain in 
his heart a " love to tread out the com :" might 
not he, though a " simple one,'* preserved of the 
Lord, (Psalm cxvi. 6.) and still with the fear of 
God possessed, though unexpressed, be again 
received by him who was " the guide of his 
youth?" 

mean its final destruction, any more than eternal dam- 
nation is intended by the expression " The soul that sin- 
neth it shall die." Aug^ustine, referring to his days of 
study, says, " I sought out the origin of evil, little think- 
ing of the evil of my own heart. I studied the wanderings 
of ^neas, which I attended to whilst I forgot my own. 
Of what use was it to deplore the self-murdering * Dido,' 
whilst I could bear, unmoved, the murder of my own 
soul, alienated from thee, during the course of thftsft^^^ssat- 
suits, from thee my God, my "\ife." 
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Yes, these questions were asked, in the deep 
wailings of his afflicted soul, when he was lan- 
guishing in the bitterness of spiritual death. But 
though he saw and lamented his sickness, he could 
not heal the wound that sin had made ; indeed it 
broke out afresh after the chillings of the winter 
of 1847 had passed, and the practice for a while 
been laid aside : when time, thought, labour, 
study, the heart's affections, silver, gold, and soul, 
became once more as the " things offered to idols." 
At returning spring, ' painting* again presented 
itself, arrayed in all its attractive charms. The 
spell bound captive to the idol's shrine, having 
gained some artistic strength by the rest of 
winter, is then seen with the palette in hand, well 
set with colors, waiting for the morning light at 
home, or starting out before daybreak on his way 
to the fields, that he may catch the first glad 
glimpse of the early sun, and gather from the 
bounteous stores of beautiful nature, those useful 
things which are the best excellencies of art ; 
and aU, for the progressing pictures to be exhi- 
bited the coming May. Morning, noon, and 
at night, he is at the study, but still exclaiming, 
* this idol, this idol,' I cannot give it up, forti- 
tude, unsupported by the strength of the Lord, 
fails before the power of temptation. The reader 
can scarcely conceive of the continual conflict in 
the writer's soul, and the constant tossings of the 
wiiter^s mind, unless he has been tried in a similar 
Jnanner, It was an every day, and all the day, 
source of worry and anxiety, yeax aStet ^^at ^\kKG. 
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the * fit* was on) intruding itself as it did into every 
engagement, and marring the pleasure of every 
spiritual employment. Not an object was seen out 
of doors, or in, but it immediately became a subject 
of the mind's arrangement, and was appropriated 
to the purposes of art. The very words of men's 
mouths, the solesisms of common conversation set 
in juxta -position to correct speaking, were in like 
manner, arranged according to the order of science, 
by the rules of contrast, effect, and foil. So that 
the spoiling power of philosophy continually at 
work, was to his " substance" as the moth fretting 
at the garment, till it had consumed its beauty : 
so did it eat up his soul comforts, and destroy 
his spiritual pleasures. the plague of such a 
fretting leprosy as is a darling lust in the soul. 

Moreover it disqualified him for the exercise 
of those desires which at the occasional comings 
of the Lord when " clothed in his right mind," 
sprang spontaneous from the soul. One instance 
shall suffice. A dear and tried brother came to 
see him, and from his modest tale of mournful 
woe, the writer was sure he was in distress, when 
his heart went out in desire to relieve him. But 
just as the thought was ripening into the act, that 
" fox" that walks about Zion in the desolate 
places of God's people's hearts, spoilt the tender 
grape of the vine. Stirring up the selfish spirit 
of parsimony, he suggested with the hypocritical 
virtue of his camelion heart of subtlety, that that 
" good thing" found in the writer t<s^^\.^ vJas^ 
Lord God, reqiuied 3aacxe^>ioliW^^^^5^^^^^-'^^^^ 
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5) he must, therefore, guide his affairs so and be 
" just before he was generous." Think, said he, 
of the scripture, " owe no man anything," and 
then remember the ' frame' that you have ordered 
for one of your pictures ; that comes to jtist the 
money you were going to give away. Is it right to 
enrich your Christian friend at the expense of 
your creditor ? 

This first staggered the soul, spoilt also for the 
understanding of Satan's * devices' through * philo- 
sophy and vain deceit ;' when losing hold of his 
* sword,' Satan got the advantage over him, who, 
seeing him "fall by his iniquity," trampled the good 
intentions of his heart imder foot. Thus he was 
prevented the privilege of lending unto the Lord, 
and robbed of that sweetness, which the 'righteous 
desire' accomplished, ever brings into the soul. 

But this is not all — suffering as an * evil doer,* 

or rather an * evil doer,' justly suffering ; unlike 

faithful Paul who was in bonds, a» are evil doers, 

(yet not being one), but a " prisoner of the Lord 

Jesus Christ's for the gospeVs sake (not his sins), 

the idolater's sorrows were multiplied on the 

ground of his unlawful position. He could not 

count it " all joy when he fell into divers 

troubles," for being drawn away of his own 

heart's lust and enticed, he was suffering as a 

" sinner in Zion" and, therefore, justly filled with 

sorrow ; " Yet, if any man suffer as a christian^ 

Jet him not be ashamed ; but glorify God on this 

behalf." May my brother and aistet T^«iixe a 

blessedness when peiBecuted for rigfhteoumess soke. 
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and when evil is spoken against them falsely, for 
jesu^s sake, * rejoice and be exceeding glad.' 

But to return to the contrary sort of suffering 
and the time when he was robbed and spoiled 
through the oppression of the enemy. Now the 
Most High God had got a word to say upon the 
subject, and he, the more effectually to break 
into gospel obedience the rebellious spirit of 
this ' self glory* seeker, spoke with power in the 
soul, afflicting it; saying, "Whoso seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him ?" This after it had melted him in 
contrition, at the hardness of his heart towards 
his brother, came as a question from God that 
wanted answering, " How dweUeth the love of 
God in him?" Alas, he was again made 'dumb 
with sQence' as David was, and obliged to fall 
down before God, smitten in heart and conscience 
by the Lord ; for the word of exhortation was 
rendered a nullity which says, " Remember them 
that are in bonds, as bound with them ; and them 
that suffer adversity, as being ourselves also in 
the body/' Then was presented to the mind 
that touching scene in which the disciples of 
Christ,- who enter into his joy, are described as 
being honoured of their Lord and Master, set 
forth in the following language. Says the modest 
humility of the "good and faithful" servants, 
whose love is " in deed** and " in truth," " Lord 
when saw we thee an hungered^ and fedthsA^<st 
thirsty and gave tiiee 3tnnk.\ %. ^te^jc^'^^ «sS!w\s5?^«- 
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thee in; naked, and clothed thee? Or when 
saw we thee sick and in prison, and came unto 
thee ? Then answered the king and said unto 
them ; " Verily, verily, I say unto you, inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of these, my brethren^ 
ye have done it unto me." Then came again the 
touching enquiry to the writer's soul, ^^ How 
dwelleth the love of God in you ? " The answer 
was returned in sighs and groans ; for the wound 
was great, and the affliction grievous unto him. 
It made him go with broken bones, and walk 
with feeble knees, in the bitterness of his heart ; 
with hands hung down for days, not ' enduring 
grief,' sujQfering wrongfully ^ but righteously suffer- 
ing as an — " evil doer." 

Thus, not being ' mighty in the scriptures,' in 
the hour of need ' he was thrown down of the 
devil,' God having * weakened* the backslider's 
' strength in the way.' And because he remem- 
bered not the days of his youth, nor performed 
the ' vow* he had made unto the Lord in the day 
of his epousals, but followed the vain and wicked 
imaginations of his own evil heart, " thou, 
God, turned the edge of his sword, and didst 
not make him to stand in the day of battle." 
Then did the sighs and cries of the captive exile, 
that goeth not out of feigned lips,' but proceedeth 
from a " broken and contrite heart," ascend up 
on high, and which ' strivings in prayer for the 
Z^ord's sake,^ was graciously heard and answered 
of God. And he fulfilled his piomia^ ma.de to 
^ose who fall by the " sword^ \)y cop^Nit^^ wA 
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by spoil ;" " wTien they fall^ they shall be holpen 
^with a liW^e help,^* So he was again lifted up of 
the Spirit and made to stand on his feet ; when 
enabled to make the language of * Jacob* unto 
* Gad,' his own, he said, ' a troop may overcome 
me, but I shall surely overcome them at last." 
Therefore, " Rejoice not over me, mine enemy, 
though I fall, I shall rise again, and yet praise 
the Lord." Thus, * little helps' coming from God, 
the ' helper of Israel,' are great lifts to the soul. 

Howbeit, the ' high places' were not removed ; 
but whilst they stood, there was still a burning 
incense unto vanity, and the soul went astray after 
idols following in the way of ' Baalim.' The 
pictures were persisted in till finished, when the 
day arrived for receiving them at the Exhibition. 
But, 0, what a strife and conflict there was in the 
soul about sending them. The rival interests of 
nature and of grace, put forth their claims : the 
flesh lusted against the spirit, and the spirit strove 
against the flesh ; the foolish heart on the one 
hand, was carried away by that captivating charm 
of delusion to the painter — fame — on the other 
hand, was a soul sensible of the sinftd act in the 
sight of Godj and well disciplined in the sorrow 
attendant upon such a course. Chastized by God, 
as were the Egyptians in their plagues, ' through 
their own idolsy^' " the object of worship became 
the instrument of punishment." The idol, there- 
fore, that had ' made him to sin,' continued to 
afflict ; and he was pricked in bia t<^W» \s^ *<scss^ 
liarrassing torment ot flasA. ''Vwiftu^Qc^'i \si\si^\sKscsx^ 
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" a wounded conscience." How gladly would he 
have broken the chains and fetters wherewith he 
was bound if he could ; but sin once indulged 
in, has a power too strong to resist any opposing 
effort, but the force of an Almighty arm; so 
' bonds abode him.' 

Now the painter had five pictures to send, one 
in particular (a large work) tiie product of much 
labour, thought, and study. These ^ household 
gods' were carefully carried down town the over 
night to avoid the publicity of day time ; when 
he found (as he was ever sure to do) a severe 
check was given to his fancied enjoyment, arising 
now from the fact at once brought to mind, that it 
was lecture night at Ms chapel. The building stood 
in his way — he had to pass it at the time of service 
— ^when he came within sight of it his heart melted 
within him like wax, and his whole frame shook 
with the " terrors of the Lord :" yet still he pro- 
ceeded ; but ah, as hQ passed ihQ sacred place, the 
Lord's people within had just come before his pre- 
sence with singing ; when the sweet sound of the 
saint's voices making melody unto the Lord fall- 
ing upon his ear, completely broke his spirit. Such 
was the effect upon him that it suffused the soul in 
penitential tears of sorrow, and made him carry his 
trash, sad and silent to the county hall. Thoughts, 
as the thoughts of many hearts instead of one, 
then crowded into the mind, and conscience bear- 
ing witness for God against him, did its faithful 
oJSce /b condemn. Indeed such was the power 
with which he was amitten, that iJhe ^^ vftwJ^\vftaA. 
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became sick and the whole heart faint," and which 
made him ill for days. " Stricken of the Lord 
through his revoltings," (Isa. i. 5) he suffered a 
' plague of sicknesses' for the various sins of his 
many years service of strange gods, the Lord 
being pleased to lay his wounding hand upon him. 
And, therefore, he foimd it to be even as God 
had said unto Israel, " I will make thee sick in 
smiting thee, in making thee desolate for thy sins.'' 
Surely nothing can equal the distress of a 
' wounded conscience,' smitten with ' grief and 
sickness, through God's displeasure of its sin. 
When the soul surfeited witii its own abomina- 
tions, abhors itself and loathes all carnal food. 
When sick of sin, sick of sorrow, sick of suffer- 
ing ; weary through crying, faint through fasting, 
and worn down by suffering, it is pining away 
in the misery of spiritual destitution, sinking in 
the bitterness of apparent desertion, and weeping 
over the barrenness of sensible desolation. How 
art thou cast down my soul in thy sorrows, 
when Jesus withholds the approving smile, the 
Father puts on the unwilling frown, and the 
* Comforter' will not come. But it was all to 
show God's utter detestation of sin, and to make 
the soul abhor it too ; that God and the soul 
might have but one opinion about the writer's 
particular sin, let men botch it over as they might 
aTtd did. Moreover, it was to subdue the deter- 
mined resistance of his authority, and bring down 
the soul to the lowliness . of repentance '^ tha*. ^^a^ 
Bin had reigned unto d-eafla.^ ^n^ti ^'Ck \ss^5^ ^-^^ri^ 
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reign through righteousness unto eternal life. It 
was all to pave the way for the free entrance 
of the love of God into the heart ; and to endear 
the enriching blessings treasured up in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for the soul. Therefore it had a 
wonderful weaning effect upon him, and was a 
time of great destruction to tiie flesh. 

Then God reduced some of his hard sums into 
simple figures, for the easy reading of his igno- 
rant child. He taught him a lesson upon the 
" lust of the eye :" that the soul might be exer- 
cised unto discernment in the subtle workings 
of his besetting sin. The painter on going into 
a Virtuoso's shop to purchase a little sketch of 
'grazing cows,' a larger and better painted 
picture, in the window, arrested his ready atten- 
tion, which quite eclipsed the beauty of the one 
he was going to see. On asking the price inside, 
a splen^d Marine piece, by ' Chambers,' darted 
its shining excellencies into the easy caught heart, 
and which being desired also, the price was 
asked of that. Scarcely had the answer been 
given, before another grand production of some 
great * master' met the eye, and the desire went 
out after that also: when Jesus presented the 
brighter beauties of Ms perfections to the imagi- 
nation, and the mind was stayed. But ah, thought 
our painter, now in possession of the well learnt 
lesson, " the eye is never satisfied with seeing, 
' how great is the iniquity of the covetousness 
o/' the heart.' Such covetousness is that posi- 
^'f» idolatry of my lieart, for the iniqjaity oi ^^iVjc^StL 
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God is wroth; yes, this was Ephraim's sin — 
and the writer's. Truth was here seen to be 
truth indeed, which declares, "He that loveth 
silver shall not be satisfied with silver, nor he 
that loveth abundance with increase." For so the 
idolater found it with his multiplied gew-gaws of 
attraction : " As when goods increase, they are in- 
creased that eat them ;" so when the number of 
pictures seen were increased, the desire was in- 
creased that wanted them. But thus it is with the 
ravenous appetite of our nature for carrion ; the 
rapacity of the carnal heart's craving is insatiate. 
Now the pictures are received with a critical 
complaisance at the ' Hall' of the Exhibition, and 
the day of ' opening' draws nigh. In the mean 
time, Mr. Allen, jfrom Stepney, came to preach in 
the town, when the writer hearing him, expe- 
rienced a most blessed revival in his bondage, 
and refreshing in his spirit, as he spake from 
these words, " But the ANomTiNa which ye 

HAVE RECEIVED OF HIM ABIDETH IN YOU." There 

was " the anointing ;" its reception ; the characters 
who received it ; from whence it came ; and its 
abiding nature. All gloriously made manifest by 
the ministration of the Spirit as being the work of 
Jehovah, and worthy the work of our God. Yes, 
as an able minister of the New Testament, he spake 
with the ability which God the Holy Ghost giveth, 
(and which is the true test of being called of God 
to the ministry, as was Aaron to ti&e priesthood^\ 
with unction, savor, aad ^^^x^^^s^^^^^f^c£ss^^^'^* 
tizmg, and blessing fti^ ^o\ii- ksA.^^^^'^'^'^ 
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feed the soul with food " convenient,'* (or suitable^) 
and " nourishing," that the word ministered in 
the gospel of Christ, in power, in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance, laid the foundation for 
great strength against the coming of the great 
temptation; so that when the important day 
arrived for the picbUc opening of the * Grand Poly- 
technic Exhibition' at the great Coimty Hall, hp 
was proof against its winning power. He was 
furnished of the Lord with armour that resisted 
temptation, and so " endued with power from on 
high,' that when Satan came to tempt the soul in 
the usual way, he met a giant — strong in the 
Lord, and standing in the power of his might. 

Beholding the soul's faitii, he fled before simple 
resistance. (James iv. 7.) 

Diar^ Eecord, May 29^A. — " The doors of the 
Shire-hall were thrown open ; and, 0, this long 
looked for, impatiently waited for, and anxiously 
watched day, what a failure I not in the exhibi- 
tion itself, that is grand indeed ; but in the effect 
it has produced on my soul — ^its importance passed 
off the writer's mind as quickly as water does 
poured upon oilskin. Blessed, thrice blessed be 
the Lord my God, he so filled my mouth with 
his * GOOD THINGS,' that I wanted nothing at the 
hands of the world to make me happy. Happy 
with Jesus and full of him, the exhibition with 
all its wonders was passed by unheeded and un- 
cared for; grace put a stamp of vanity upon all 
such worldly tbinga — so did not go." 
^«?%^ SO/A. — " The ANOINTING a\)id^fe^, wv^ ^^ 
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soul was still so wrapt up in love with the attrac- 
tive charms of him who is " altogether lovely," 
as not to care a bit about the exhibition.* Called 
on a brother who was full of it, whereas the writer 
felt quite indiflferent to it, and lamenting to be- 
hold this mote in his brother's eye, would fain 
have said ' let me pull it out.' But alas, the 
beam was in his own ; for 

May 3l5^. — " The prurient desire to take a 
peep arose in him and prevailed. He went, but 
blessed be God, he never entered a gallery of 
paintings before, so dead to all pleasurable feel- 
ings of artistic delight. Each of the great rooms 
were fiUed with an endless variety of every de- 
scription of art, manufacture, and work of natural 
curiosity; but still they failed with all their 
attractive powers and alluring charms, to draw 
away the soul from that greater charmer — Jesus. 
There were beauties seen in him surpassing all 
other works of his own creation, and infinitely 
outshining the best productions of man." 

Still the visit did the writer good, it tested the 
strength of the soul's attainments, (Philip iii. 16) as 
a weaned child of the Lord's. It was the time and 
place when the soul established in hope through the 

* Lest the reader should wonder what more there could 
be in a public exhibition than anything else, he will please 
to bear in mind, that to be an ' Exhibitor/ was the height 
of ambition to which the writer from his very childhood 
had aspired. — Note. How remarkable the circumstances 
attending the gratification of his wishes. What a shadow 
did he grasp in the attainmeiLt, %& >i3aa^ivjc^ ^1 ^<k«r%» ■^^'ss^. 
in vanity, toil, and tro\x\Ae. 
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abiding anointings of the Spirit, said '' of the host 
that had encamped against him, and the foes that 
eat up his flesh/' peradventure, I shall yet be 
able to overcome the enemy through Christ that 
strengtheneth me, and drive him out of the land. 
It was the procuring cause of a positive presen- 
timentj that God would destroy the image of his 
heart altogether, so that he should no more 

* pollute his name with idols,' or provoke him to 
anger with his abominations. It was abo the 
birth-place of a most determined resolution, by 
the help of God, to wipe off the reproach unjustly 
cast upon the name of Christ, but justly attached 
to his name as a Christian. For he had long 
suffered that " shame'* which is the ^^ promotion 
of FOOLS," and this point had now risen to great 
importance in his sold. He felt that the praises 
of an eulogistic public being the applause of sinful 
men ; the honours of worldlings, bestowed on the 

Products of his fleshlymind, (whilst at the same time 
e was professing to have " the mind of Christ,") 
were a disgrace and a shame unto him ; just as 

* the strength of Pharaoh was the shame of Israel.' 
(Isa. XXX. 3.) Nor was it a small matter of con- 
cern to the writer when he found there were 
many of the dear children of God amongst the 
worldly crowd, caught in the snare of curiosity^ 
to go and see the wonders of the show. But 
added thereto was suffering fix)m self-condemna- 
tion of soul, when he heard them inquire for the 

pictures of-^^eir brother, "Wliat an. incongruous 
Association^ and how did it fiO. Iomo. m^ ^wwaa 
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and dishonour, as he was magnified by such un- 
lawful means. Moreover, sighing in secret at 
their worldly mindedness, the reproach of his 
suflferings fell upon himself as the cause ; having 
put the 'stumbling block,' or occasion to fall in 
his brother's way. 

Saturday Nighty June 2, Recorded — " Whilst I 
deplore my heart departures from the Lord, and 
mourn over the carnal tendency of my mind, I 
do desire to bless God for the mercies of this 
week ; believing my soul has made rapid progress 
towards settlement, upon the long and powerful 
subject of painting " 

But establishment was still deferred imtil God's 
" utterly" came and abolished the idol altogether. 
The "frdl end" of Arts' perfection yet to be made by 
■God, was not seen in the light which he spreadeth 
upon idols, when all the hope set upon them is 
slain ; therefore, the soul was not at rest in the 
satisfaction that there was nothing but death and 
destruction in the pursuit, till God broke the head 
of tliis leviathan in pieces, destroying the idol 
and causing the image * to cease.' 

During the second week of the Exhibition the 
love of Jesus in its manifestation somewhat sub- 
sided ; when visits were again paid to the great 
temple ftdl of idols. Now the writer was to learn 
that this also was sin ; that the soul in every 
* house of iniquity' is in the way to hell, going 
down to the chambers of death ; that every pal£ 
which does not lead to God^ \e» ^ ^-^iiks. ^ '^s^ 
deatroyer'a and leads to t\iei ^l^nSl* ^^NckS^^^^^Nscsisu 
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disciple of Jesus in following him, must abs 
from the very appearance of evil, as well as 
practice of it. Confession of sin will never su£ 
there must also be a forsaking it. This he '. 
not done, he was in the ' way of arts' snares 
traps' still ; he was in the regions of science si 
his deadness to his darUng sin therefore, ^ 
rather circumstantial than effectual, and he ] 
no confidence hefore God in its final destructi 
The soul could not sing on the shores of safel 
* passover song of praise,' rejoicing with a glori 
triumph in the fact, that " the horse and his ri 
were thrown into liie sea." Therefore, the h< 
was not ' perfect' with the Lord his God as ■" 
David's ; neither were the ' altars' removed 
the groves cut down. There was yet a linger 
of the heart upon philosophy's plains, a look 
up to the hills from whence help could ne 
come; and a longing at times to eat flesh, 
that flesh which alone is " meat" and food for 
soul. Yea, there was still a kissing of the ha 
in reverence of the idol. 

Then said the Lord, " What could have b 
done more for my servant than I have doi 
Ephraim, what will reclaim thee? I b 
hewed thee by my prophets, and slain thee 
the words of my mouth ; I have drawn thee y^ 
" cords of a man and bands of love :" nothing 
now left me but judgment or destruction I ' 
Ephraim, how shall I give thee up ?" 

" When Israel was a child then I loved h 
and called my son out of Egypt." 1 toa^t 
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also the way he should go, takmg hun by the 
arms. I was the guide of his youth, and had 
promised to he with him to old age and hoar 
hairs. But how has he obeyed ? Alas, my son I 
thou hast grievously sinned, so as to "fall by 
thy iniquity ;" thou hast wilfully rebelled by de- 
parting from my precepts. Israel, thou hast 
destroyed thyself; thou hast broken thy vow, 
forgotten the covenant of thy God, forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters ; and hewed out to 
thyseK broken cisterns that can hold none. Thou 
hast wandered in forbidden paths, changed thy 
god, followed vanity and become also vain ; thou 
hast sold thyself for nought ; made league with 
the inhabitants of the world ; become a prey to 
the mighty and gone into captivity of soul. But 
IS Israel a servant ? Is he a home-bom slave ? 
Is he not my freebom son? Why then is he 
spoiled ? 

As I live, saith the Lord, I will rescue his soul 
from destruction, and my darling from the lion's 
den. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One 
of Israel, tht/ Saviour, I gave Egypt for thy 
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. I, even I 
am the Lord (mighty to save) and beside me there 
is no Saviour (strong to deliver.) From aU your 
idols will I cleanse you, and make you clean in 
my sight. " For my own sake will I do it, for 
how should my name be polluted." 

I will therefore return, but not to destroy 
THEE, Ephraim, (Hosea xi. 9,) for ' I have re- 
deemed % life /rem 4eetav<55^S^QtLI ^-^^^^^isaasR. 
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thou hast rejoiced, young man in thy youth 
but not in me ; because thou hast cheered thyself, 
but not from me; and walked in the ways of thine 
own heart, which is not according to mine ; in the 
sight of thine own eyes, which is not ' well pUamng^ 
to mine ; know thou that for all these thmgs God 
will bring thee into judgment." 

In time or eternity we may depend upon it, as 
God is true, we shall be rewarded for our sins. 
For though " blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not (or will not for Christ's sake 
everlastingly impute) iniquity;" blessed also is 
the man whom thou. Lord, chastenest (or is the 
subject of the Lord's chastisement in time) for 
iniquity. Though he will in no wise cast out those 
who come unto God by him ; he will also in " no 
vnse spare the guilty that depart from him." 
Among the sheep of God there are many wan- 
derers, and these are exposed to the dangers of 
the wilderness ; in his family there are "fools," and 
the rod is for the back of such ; the disobedient 
are to be " beaten with many stripes ;'' the back- 
sliders, " robbed" and " wounded ;" the idolaters 
" spoiled," and the prodigals " starved." Indeed 
they are the very appointed people to be afflicted 
in time, by God's rod of correction for sin. (Lam. 
iii. 1.) " Shall I not," says he, " as I have done 
to Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and 
her idols?" Yes, "he that doeth wrong shall 
receive for the wrong which he hath done ; and 
tAere is no respect of persons." God's com- 
Jnand to the prophet was, " Show my people their 
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transgressions; and the house of Jacob their 
iniquities." 

As the " Lord's controversy" then with his err- 
ing children is maintained by punishment (Hosea 
xii. 2) ere pardon is bestowed through his cove- 
nant of peace, in the which he argues with them 
the justice and righteousness of his dealings, in 
vindication of his own honour and glory ; yea, 
and well establishes his character as a ^ just God' 
holy and upright in his ways (in all which 
the soul is brought fully to acquiesce) ; so now 
the Most High began to utter his mighty voice 
from heaven, to melt the writer's earthly heart, 
and make his judgments known. Having vexed 
his soul with sorrow, and grieved it with suffer- 
ing on account of its sin, God now said, " I will turn 
my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy 
dross, and take away all thy tin." The heart 
was to be crucified in its affections^ (the strong 
hold of his idol J as well as its lusts. 

To this end ne suddenly visited him with a sore 
calamity in his family, whereby he brought him 
into judgment by a severe soul exercise touching 
the anticipated death of one of his dear and much 
loved children.* As he said unto Ephraim, " I 
will be unto him as a lion, I will meet him as a 
bear bereft of her whelps ;" so he now became to 
this backsliding Ephraimite, because he also had 
made him images, according to his own under- 
standing, that he might tear away the iniquity of 

* Described more at length in the ' Qosi^el MA«g&a5s&4* 
for AugusXy 184B, page ^3^. 
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his heart bound up as it was with idols ; and 
make him know no God but him, and no Saviour 
beside the Lord. Then was it a time of sore 
tribulation indeed, when the zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts was performing the intents of his heart 
towards his unworthy servant by such painful 
means, to establish for ever the throne of his Son, 
with justice and judgment, in righteousness and 
truth. The love of his heart was wrapt up in this 
stroke of his rod, though the soul could realize 
none of God's fatherly affection in the dispen- 
sation, till the mystery of such a mode of dealing 
was solved, and the secret of God's purpose re- 
vealed. Until when it was driven about of adverse 
winds ; " afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 
comforted.'* It was like the ship in a storm at 
sea, a thousand mUes from land, that puts up its 
signal of distress in vain ; for the chief * lovei 
and friend' of his soul was put far from him and 
his * desired acquaintance' into darkness. The 
Comforter that should relieve the soul, withheld 
his soothing power and God hid, as it were, his 
face from him j he made darkness his secret place, 
and veiled hunself in thick clouds of obscurity, 
shutting out his prayer, which returned unto hini 
again. Yea, he made the heavens as the impe- 
netrable brass, so that there was no access imtc 
God there ; and he sealed up the blessed scrip- 
tures of his word and truth upon the earth, whei 
* no man in heaven nor in the earth, neither unde] 
the earth, was able to open the book,' so tha 
tliere was no comfort there. 
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Then, 0, the agony of his mind as he paced the 
melancholy room, clasping his clay cold child in 
his arms ; when in loneliness of suffering there 
seemed no eye to pity, and no arm to deliver ; 
and as if God had forsaken him, there was * no 
helper' in the trouble, and no escape out of it. 

The dear child, that once lively little boy, who 
at his father's accustomed call on his entrance 
into the house, would turn his animated head 
every way to see from whence the voice came, 
was now lying pale, dull, and insensible to a 
sound. When the doctor revived him from his 
lethargic state, he took a ghastly look upon all 
around him (seven in number) and recognized 
the writer above all the rest ; singling him out as 
the one upon whom to fix his beseeching eyes for 
help ; when, as with a dying effort, he turned him- 
self round, and stretched out his tiny arms for him, 
and only him, to take him. Ah, this tore the caul 
of his heart, and was as the rending of body and 
soul asunder, feeling as he Jonah-like did, " the 
whole cause of the evil rested upon him ;'* and 
that the very affection of his child was sent to 
wound him. 

Then was the successftd moment for the tempter, 
when the soul was in a bewilderment of anxiety, 
not knowing what the Lord really meant by such 
a sudden visitation ; for him to fix upon the child 
as the idol, and the parent's fondness for it as the 
foundation evil, for this grievous calamity. Per- 
adventure, he hoped to thwart the ^urx^Ck^^*?. ^ 
Jehovah, or to rob tii^ ftoxjJi ^l^'^vci.KSjS^^^'^s^^^'- 
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ing ; nor was it utitil the mind was well exercised 
in the trial, and well instructed by the affliction, 
that Satan's policy was overturned. The heart 
knowing its own sickness and its own sore, was 
then taught the diflference between that love of 
one's own flesh which is lawful, and that love 
of the world which is lustful.* 

Then was the cry put up for all that there was 
in the heart opposed to God and godliness to be 
subdued, overcome, annihilated ; for strength to 
cut off a right arm, or power to pluck out a right 
eye, if either were the sinning member. In- 
deed, to have gathered up and destroyed all that 
offended of the unseemly works of the flesh. The 
soul brought down by " hard labour," was made 
willing to part with all for Christ ; desiring that 
he, in his peaceful kingdom, might reign in the 
heart, rule over the affections, and regulate the 
actions from this time forth and for evermore. 

Looking back upon the great deliverances 
wrought for Israel of old, hope received a little 
help from the fact, that though " God kindled his 
fire against Jacob, and poured out his anger upon 
Israel," he being "full of compassion" forgave 
their iniquity and destroyed them not ; but many 
a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir 
up all his wrath. (Psalm Ixxviii. 35.) " Deal 

* The distinction here is important. Fond attachment 

for relatives, deai* by the ties of blood is commended in 

scripture. (Titus ii. 4 ; Ephe. v. 26.) The love of them 

x/u?re than Jesus is condemned) (Matt. x. 37.) Idolatry, 

therefore, (essentially considered) conaista oiA^ *Ya\3aftloye 

«oflr worship of that which is forbidden oi OoA. 
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thus bountiftilly with thy servant, Lord," was 
then the prayer, " Thou was a God that forgavest 
ihem^ though thou tookest vengeance upon their 
inventions,^'' Let then the vengeance of thy heart 
be unto that in me which defiles and maketh abo- 
mination, after the working of Satan, " not after 
God ;'* but " take not the fruit of my body for the 
sin of my soul." 

Anticipating the loss of his dear child, the 
writer drew a likeness of him, as he lay sleeping 
away his life in his mother's lap ; this he did to 
retain the sweet image of his beautiful boy in the 
mind, when death had done its office, and memory 
failed. This was the last time that ever the sin- 
ning* pencil was taken in hand, and what a 
subject sent him for the Jinal sketch. How won- 
derful in working is * God, the God of Israel,' to 
wind up the practice of twenty years^ with such a 
wounding event as this. 

Now as the child grew worse, the parent became 
more oppressed, the severity of the anticipated 
stroke being increased by the darkness of his 
mind. As the scriptures declare, " Where there 
is no vision the people perish," so was he lan- 
guishing on his couch well watered with tears^ 

* Or, pencil made to sin ; not sir\ful, as that it (an 
inanimate object) might be censured. An idol, as described 
in scripture, is of itself a dumb idol, " It cannot do evil, 
neither also is it in it to do good/' Christians need not 
be afraid of any breathless image (Jer. x. 6,) but they had 
need stand in awe at the depravity of their own hearts \ 
and also watch unto prater \«&\,>i^Nsy^\K«s^H»^'»'^'®^ ^sss^ , 
** drawn away of their ovon hearV « \'u«t«> ^jL^^scfiaRR^^* 
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perishing for " lack of knowledge" into the mys- 
tery of God's wiQ concerning this thing ; then 
he cried out with David, " I am aMcted and 
ready to die, for whilst I suflFer thy terrors, O 
Lord, I am distracted. Let me live by thy word : 
and be revived by the power of thy truth. Speak 
Lord, for thy servant heareth. — ^Wilt thou shew 
thy wonders to the dead ? Shall thy loving kind- 
ness be declared in the grave?" " Shew me 
thy ways Lord, and wherefore thou hast afflicted 
me thus ?" But clouds and darkness were still 
the habitation of his throne, whilst the soul was 
fed with wormwood, and given the water of 
gall to drink. Ah, a trial to a child of God with- 
out Jesus in the trial is sore affliction indeed ; a 
trouble without special help from on high to bear 
up under it, is soul tribulation indeed ; but to feel 
rather the devil's captive, (2 Tim. ii. 26,) than 
the Lord's prisoner, (Eph. iii. i.); for the prayer 
to return back again into our own bosoms un- 
answered, and seemingly unheard ; for thoughts 
and very deeds to be the accusers ; and then to 
have to say " reproach hath broken my heart ;" 
this distress unrelieved by the counter blessings 
of God's consolations, is the uttermost anguish the 
soul can endure. Such was the extremity to 
which the idol lover was reduced; and which 
formed the poignant sting of all his sufferings. 
Not that he suffered, but that he was alone in his 
sorrows. Hence the chief thing desired of the 
Zord, was to find him to be what his word 
declarea he ia — * the remem\)TaTi^t o^ David in 
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tiis afliction/ ' the helper of Israel m trouble ;' 
strength to the soul m its weakness, the giver 
of power in the time of fcuntness ; and so the 
glorifier of himself by his goodness. Yea, that 
God would get unto himself a greal name by the 
signal deliverance of his soul ; that ^' the Lord of 
hosts might be exalted in judgment, and God 
that is holy, sanetified in righteousness." Therefore, 
he wanted a word from tiie Lord, to reveal the 
secret (^ the visitcakm^ and reconcile the soul to 
his righteous dispensation, that he might have 
wisdom given hmi from above, folly to justify 
God in his act of retribution; and be enablea 
with Job, to bless him as well for taking away, 
as for giving, did it so seem good in his sight. 

At kngth it pleased him whose ^' mercy en- 
duretii for ever,*' and who had said, '* I have 
sorely seen the affliction of my servant and heard 
his ory by reason df bondage ; I have seen Hie 
oppression wherewith tiie enemy oppi^sses hinii 
and heard his groanings ;" now that I have slain 
his hopes set upon idols, I will quicken his ex- 
pectation from me; having wounded his heart 
by affliction, I will heal it in love. For I 
have remembered the covenant I made with hisi| 
though he has broken the vow he made to me ; 
nevertheless, his ingratitude shall not hinder my 
grace, neither shall his forgetfulness frustrate my 
fovour; his prodigality slmll not sever him from 
my love, nor his idolatry from my heart. Return, 
0, backisliding Israel unto the Lord, for I am 
married unto tiiee; wad ^^dkxL^c^ \asstA^&Kt*^s^ 
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imagination of ihine oum evil heart, but after the 
ways of nuney and thou shalt no longer be termed 
desolate and forsaken, but become the delight of 
the Lord. (Isaiah Ixii. 4.) 

Then God spake these words with power into 
the soul, in explanation of his reasons for afflicting 
it, and to show the end and design he had in view 
of accomplishing by it. ^' The judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether; 

MORE to be desired THAN GOLD, TEA, THAN MUCH 
FINE GOLD ; SWEETER ALSO THAN HONET AND THE 

HONETCOiiB. Moreover, by them is tht servant 
WARNED." (Psalm xix. 9, 10, ll.J 

What an unravelling of mysteries came in with 
this revelation from heaven. ' The secret of the 
Lord' was at once unfolded and the purposes of 
his heart made known to the heart of one that 
was his, of whom he had said, " It shaU be well 
with them that fear God '" so that the '^ goodness 
of God" burst in open vision upon the soul, which 
now saw the way and maimer in which it was to 
be redeemed, even by *• judgment.^ That judgment 
here was to take the place of condemnation here- 
after, in manifestation of the same mercy he showed 
unto Jacob, but withheld from Esau. Yea, that 
he might partake of the free gift of righteousness 
by Jesus Christ unto justification, (Itom. v. 17,) 
in contradistinction to the judgment of condemna- 
tion sealed by the coming of Jesus into the world 
and passed upon the wicked. (John ix. 39.) 
Waa not this a truth '^ more to be desired than 
gold, yesL tban much fine goli,^* ^YaOcL tc^dsus^ 
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are kept by the owners thereof to their hurt ? Was 
not this an impartation of that " wisdom" which 
" cannot be gotten for gold," and is much more 
precious than rubies ? Was it not the " principal 
thing" desired of the Lord when the soul said, " I 
am afflicted very much, quicken me Lord unto 
an apprehension of its meaning, according to thy 
word" and promise. Yes, truly this righteous 
visitation of judgment in the truth and faithful- 
ness of God, was more to be desired, loved, longed 
and * hoped for* than gold ; and was ' sweeter ' 
also to the taste than honey, and the honeycomb." 
What is so sweet to the labouring man as rest, 
or to the troubled man as peace ? and what to the 
weary and heavily laden with sin, as to find rest 
and peace in a sin-bearing Jesus? When he 
found these words he did eat them, and they were 
unto him the joy and rejoicing of his heart To 
realize an interest in Jesus, and to have access 
with confidence by the faith of him unto the 
Father, will make amends for all the troubles of 
the way. A knowledge of the true and righteous 
judgment of the Lord brought him this sweetness. 
"Moreover by them is thy servant warned,^ 
Cautioned once of God in mercy, to " beware lest 
he be spoilt through philosophy," &c. ; now warned 
of God by judgment, not to he so. This is the prac- 
tical use and benefit of all divine teaching by pre- 
cept, here below ; to wean the soul from Satan, self, 
and sin, that it may live unto God, and the Father, 
and Christ. Tfiis causes the warfare, for as the 
heaven is for height oad \5aft ^^T:^Vs«^A^^^^"^ 
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is God for holiness and the devil for sin. And 
that learning in a man, and supposed wisdom, and 
showy attainment, that does not lead to similar 
results, like the idol, it is " not after God," and 
not after Christ. Now as Noah was warned of 
God to the preparing of an ark lest he be drowned 
in the mighty waters, so the writer was warned of 
God to take refuge in his " ark^* lest he be swal- 
lowed up in the latter day deluge of sia. (Rev. xx. 
8.) He waA ^^ warned" also of his unroliness as a 
member of the mystic body of Christ ; and ex- 
horted, to " flee youthful lusts which war against the 
soul." He was warned no more to be ' spoilt' for 
hi^fifliess and useftdness through the i>hilo8ophy of 
this world, or to be in bondage under its elements. 
He was warned not to '' spend his money for that 
which is not bread or his labour for that which 
satisfieth not." Yea, ' because he was w^med^' 
God assured him he should ' live ;' and no longer 
'have his sorrows multiplied by hastening after 
another god.' ' All the gods of the peopl^' said 
he, are idols ; thine is the ^ God of salvation.' 

Now what a suitable word from the Lord to 
*' make glad ' the heavy heart ; and to assure it of 
the abi£ng faithfulness of God. A visit in Jud^ 
ment to r^eem the soul that had sinned m the 
£BLce of mercy ; * a fire of the Lord's in Zion, pro- 
vided for time, that he may be saved from the 
'' everlasting burnings." 0» the manifold wisdom 
of God, wrapt up in the mystery of his will, and 
made known unto the church by Jesus Christy in 
pai% (that ie, by purpose') m m^ttsva^^Tiot in its 
Rainess, yet nx its BUB»aEbi!nB»ft,«AQot^im<|^V)^^ 
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measure of the gift of Christ. And the revela- 
tion of the Lord's counsel according to the kind 
thoughts of peace to his people and not of evil 
causes the soul to b6 fhiitM in its aflMction ; and 
to abound in thankfulness for the good derived 
therefrom. Yes, afflictions drive us to the throne, 
they quicken our drooping failh and wean us 
from the world. Therefore, they are kind and 
considerate mercies, and though sharp is the 
exercise of soul under the chastening hand of the 
Lord, it is the severity of love — ^the rod of a 
fc^heTj and not the sword of an enemy. Such 
a language of action, is the justifiable ' rough 
speaking' of a true and faithM friend. 

But how mysterious the way God takes of 
tnaking himself known to his people. He acts 
by contrarieties, to overturn the subtle teasonings 
(^ man, and to dethrone the crafty policy of the 
devil. That his sovereignty may be broad dis- 
played for all to see, he signalizes himself as the 
sole Creator of all worlds, and controller of all 
events. 

That his wiU may be known on the earth, he 
makes two vessels in the sight of all mankind, 
the one to honour, and the other to dishonour ; 
and the latter, the servants in all respects to the 
former. 

That his power may be manifest, he gives com- 
mandment to save them, commissions his Son to 
do it, and defies all powers to prevent it. 

That his hve may be lyfto>NXL^ V^a ^"^2^^ "^^ 
himself by a mystenouB asA VajwstB^^^^^^!*^^^ 
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severation for them; that they may part with 
themselves for him. Yea, he dies for tiiem, that 
they may never die to him; and finally takes 
them to glory that they may never be separate 
from him. He is merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and faithful to their unfaithfulness. '^ He 
is kind to the unthankful and to the evil." He 
makes gifts to the rebellious, clotibes them with 
righteousness and strength ; feeds them with 
wisdom and knowledge; fills them with glory 
and honour ; and in the fulness of time they enter 
heaven with the bright colours of a love inscribed 
banner waving in victorious triumph over their 
heads, to take possession of a kingdom and a 
crown. 

These are they who are ransomed eternally from 
sin, by the blood of a crucified Redeemer ; and 
in time, are saved experimentally from sinning, 
by the true and righteous judgments of the Lord. 
" Zion heard and was glad, and the daughters of 
Judah rejoiced, because of the judgments of the 
Lord.^^ He showed his word unto Jacob; his 
statutes of and his judgments unto Israel. And 
these in faithfulness and love he made the writer to 
know when he brought him into the stripping 
room, and disrobed him of all his royal rags ; 
when he taught him what true wisdom was, and 
showed him where it lay, even in " the fear of ihe 
Lord;" and led him into the knowledge and under* 
standing of his will, so as to cause him to depart 
Jh?jn ^philosophy and vain deceit*,* and follow after 
^S'^teousneaa and peace. Nor ii4t\xft ^^ fgtK>^^s» 
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and mercy" of the Lord stop here, for he brought 
the Boul into a state of perfect submission to his 
will, so that he desired, yea, begged and prayed 
that God, for the sake of his dear Son, would — 

'* Tear the idol from his heart 
Whate'er that idol be." 

The language was — ^make me to know the '^ accept- 
able and perfect will of God," and may it be tibe 
rejoicing of my heart to do it, as it was the 
psalmist's '^ delight," and thy Son's "meat and 
drink." Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven." And the answer returned, quite set the 
mind at rest as to which was the evil in the sight 
of the Lord, the delectable science, or darling 
child, and that which offended the soul. For the 
strength of " the waster" was weakened, and God 
exalted himself by his power of destruction. He 
preserved the child, but fulfilled in the soul that 
promise of his word unto Israel ; " / wiU destroy 
their idols and cause their images to ceaseJ^ At 
the rebuke of the God of Jacob, Art and Science, 
as the chariot and horse of Pharaoh was cast into 
a " DEAD sleep." how effectually is the iniquity 
of the heart done away, when God takes in hand 
to do it. 

Now thus was the flesh crucified in its ajfec- 
tions ; this lust of the eye caused to pass away ; 
and tiie idol which had made him to sin " utterly 
aboUshed^^ from his heart. The beauty of all 
his " pleasant pictures" was consumed ; the 
lofty looks of the fame \iv«^vc^\ \asKCk^\iNsssSi^^^> 
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and the haughtiness of his proud heart brought 
down. He walked abroad vnthout his Imrden^ 
for it was clecm gone from qfflm shotddera; when 
saying, '^ what have I any more to do with 
idols f he solemnly, as in the sight of Godj laid 
down his palette for ever: spread all his coveted 
treasures before the Lord ; and cast his artistic 
spoils ^ to the moles and the bats.' '^ Made will- 
ing in the day of God's power." And through 
tms work of destruction to the flesh, there now 
was no division of the heart between Christ and 
the canvass, for it felt and increasingly feels to this 
day, '^ stablished strengthened, setlkd.^^ Having 
seen an end of Arts' perfection, and with delisted 
eyes beheld the idols destruction, he says, (speak- 
ing the words of truth land soberness before God, 
in Christ] ^^ my heart is fixed, my heart is fixed, 
trusting m the Lord." 

Yes, he is trusting in him for wisdom to guide, 

strength to stand, power to resist temptation, 

might to overcome opposition, and the fulfilment 

of the ^^ yea and amen" promises made of God in 

Christ Jesus, for the time of trouble and affliction. 

He prays for faith that shall enable him to lay 

hold of the perfection of Jesus that he may live 

unto God ; and the grace of faith that he may 

put on his righteousness and appropriate it as his 

own before God. That he may be preserved firom 

all evil, and quickened unto all good ; that God 

would go before him; be a *wall of fire round 

sifout Mm/ and defend and bless him, now that 

^ ArV every hope and expectadon, \kaii "Wioois^ 

'a^' bis isaiVation and * all' bia Aeso^. 
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This IS the essential difference between his pre- 
sent position, in reference to the subject of paint- 
ing, and that of his earlier days. The '^ yonng 
man" then did not wherewithal cleanse his way, 
by thus taking heed to his steps, according to the 
word of the Lord ; but wandering from the cove- 
nant of his God, he made league with the in- 
habitants of the world, and mixed himself up 
with their abominable idolatnes. Therefore the 
Lord strengthened the enemy to overc6n<e him, 
(Judges iii. 12,) that he might go into captivity, 
to learn wisdom^ and the way of righteousness, as 
did the children of Israel because " they regarded 
not the work of the Lord, neither considered the 
operation of his hands." And though he expects 
more or less to be troubled from this source through 
the insults of his tormenting foe to the day of his 
decease, still possessing a body of sin and death, 
and observing that even saints carry with them 
their infirmities to the grave ; yet he bids defiance 
by the word and authority of God, to the devil'a 
power of temptation as before, on this ground.* 
And he believes that if ever again he is in the 
position he has been on this subject, his damnar 
tion is secured. 

Pride also, that " presumptuous sin," added to 
the destruction of his peace, for it deceived 

"^ '' Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he faU." But to him that knoweth ** the Lord -will 
MAINTAIN HIS CAUSE/' being afflicted in soul and poor 
in spirit ; let him rely upon the promise and reioisA xsi. 
his trust. (Psalm cxL 12, \Z.) " T\i'8.\.\v<fe^\va^««!»fc'5icL\^ 
selfin the earth may blew WnMwfti Vn ^'^ GcAoJ tT^>^^^ 
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him ; (Obad. iii.) and he was visited by the hot 
displeasure of him who had said, ^^ I will spoil the 
pride of Israel and I will mar the pride of Judah/' 
Proud of the height to which grace had raised 
him, he consumed the blessing upon his lusts; 
and lifted up with the gifts wherewith nature had 
endowed him, (see Obad. 4th) he sought pleasure 
in the prosperifjr of the wicked. Like the levia- 
than whose scales are his pride, (Job xli. 15,) he 
thought his spiritual attainments were enough to 
preserve him, and the power of his own arm to 
protect him. He boasted in a strength not his 
own for show — ^but use ; and followed not those 
things which preserve the soul from falling; 
(2 Pet. i. 10) but forgetting how and by whom 
he was purged from his old sins, his footsteps 
slipped and he fell. But shall Israel the "rod 
of God*s inheritance'' be as " Assyria, the rod 
of his anger I" Shall the axe boast itself against 
him that heweth therewith ; or shall the saw 
magnify itself against him that saweth with it ? 
or shall the rod and the staff lift themselves up 
as if they were no wood P Yes, the rod of pride 
blossomed and budded ; the tree of evil brought 
forth fruit unto death ; he * exalted himself by his 
power'* — and fell.* Forgetting the Lord that 

• " I woo'd ambition, climb'd the pole, 

And shone among the stars — ^but fell 
Headlong in all my pride of soul, 
Like Lucifer from heav'n to hell. 

I dream*d of bliss in pleasure's howers. 
While pillowing roses sta^ d mj 'hfiad*, 
-Hu^ serpents hiss'd among t\ie {LQivi^t^*, 
I woke — and tboms were 8l\ xuj ^^^"^ 
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' made him/ and that without him he could do no- 
thing (aright), he trusted to his own heart, and 
leaned on his own wisdom and strength. It was 
my mountain that was to stand for ever, and the 
great I — ^that was never to be moved. " Jeshurun 
waxed fat and kicked," (that is rebelled.) 

Therefore, said the Lord, " His soul shall be 
diminished through the detestable and abominable 
things of his heart." ^ He that exalteth Mmself 
shall be abased,' " Thine own wickedness shall 
correct thee, thy backslidings shall reprove thee." 
I will send imto the fat ones, leanness, and under 
his glory wiU I kindle a burning, like the burning 
of a fire, that shall consume his comforts and 
destroy his blessings. Nevertheless, my loving 
kindness will I not utterly take away him, nor 
suffer my faithfulness to fail. For once have I 
sworn in my holiness that his seed shall endure 
for ever, his throne shall be established before 
me on the earth, as is the sun for a faithful witness 
in the heavens, and I will not lie unto my David. 
Therefore, as it is not meet for carnal men to see 
the king's dishonour, I will take away his re- 
proach and restore* him to myself, that he may 
not * die without instruction,' but live in righte- 
ousness to the praise of my name. I wiU return 
and have compassion upon him, for knowing his 
frame and remembering that he is but human 
nature, I will have mercy upon him, and he shall 
magnify me for this blessing ; I wiU abundantly, 
pardon, and he shall glorify me for this bounty^ 
Therefore " the light VuivSiV^di Vcl^sew^'^m^ '^b^SS. 
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be for a fiie, and Uie Hcdj One (the ooDAuner of 
]iiapeo{de*s sins), for a flame, whilst the vengeance 
of God diaU be upon the inyention of bis beart, 
the bo^ with a Meanng in it ahaD be preserved, 
but it ^all bom np and devour his ^ Hhomi^ and 
his ^'^Tttir/'iMOifEDAT. And it diaU come to pass 
that m ih4A day, his burden shall be taken away 
ficom off his shoulders, and the 7<^ from off his 
neds, BECAUSE op the akodcting/' (Isa. x. 27.) 

Blessed be the Most High God, the God of 
heaven; the faithful God who in all ages of the 
worid hath ^' viated his people as he hath said, 
and done unto them as he hath spoken," (G«n. 
xxL 1), how exactly did he fulfil the promises of 
his word unto the writer, and perform the intents 
of his heart unto him even to the very letter; 
setting forth the great '^ love of God" and his faith- 
frdness to the oath and promise of his word, which 
he made in covenant with the soul and his Son 
Jesus Christ, and upon which he caused him to 
hope. And how bountifolly did he deal with 
him in the day of visitation, when he redeemed 
him with judgment; loading him with benefits 
and blessings, and making him to receive at the 
Lord's hands, '^ dovblefor aU his sins." 

Yes, there is a two-fold blessing in every mer- 
ciful act of God. So here, there was not only 
the child spared, the idol abolished; the child 
preserved, the image destroyed ; but the burden 
of guUt was taken away from him, and the 
bJeaaing of ^ peace' restored unto him. Satan 
WW confomided — the soul comiottedi, mA ^^ 
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Thus JeBus always effects (or his people a 
" double cure," 

He deaoses from sin's guilt, and poweb. 

And now he can walk abroad and contemplate 
the beauties of creation without contamination, 
and study the works of nature without idolatry. 
The created glory of the incorruptible God as dis- 
played in the broad expanse, is no longer changed 
into imagery representation for the sinful indul- 
gence of the flesh, but he walks along the flower 
strewed country path, and beholds the clothed 
beauties of wild nature, or the verdure clad gar- 
ments of earth, luxuriant through cultivation for 
man, with temperance, moderation, and chastity. 
Nevertheless, pleasing and agreeable as is medi- 
tation amid the varied beauties of the terrestrial 
garden, the soul is unsatisfied without the Lord 
of all the earth is there to bless. And though in 
an incomparably purer element than imder the 
contaminating influence of worldly associations, 
yet the free experienced pleasures of the mind, 
surrounded by the essential sublimities of fair 
nature, serene and unsullied as it may appear, is 
felt to be perfect slavery, compared witib that 
liberty of soul which now made free from the 
pollution of that gaily dressed idol — ^nature, by 
the liberating power of Christ, is realized and 
enjoyed. 

Therefore the reflections of the soul no longer 
distorted to the perverse ends of Art's innumftxalciVfe 
evils^ or embittered \)y tiafi m^i\^\^ym^^s«tt^-^'^ ^ 
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Mae devotion, are raised to elerated meditation 
upon the all creative powers of God, '^o 
" founded the world, and the falness thereof:" 
whilst the musing thoughts of the mind are 
transferred from tiie beauties of the sun illu- 
mined nature, to him who ^' formed the eartii 
by his power, and garnished the heavens by lus 
Spirit." His majesty is seen in the rocky clifts 
and rolling ocean; his mercy in the manifold 
arrangements made for all created life ; his faith- 
fulness in the annual return of nature's supplies 
for the use of man. And thus he goes out into 
the fields, not to inflame himself with the pas- 
sionate study of a picture, but as Isaac dici^ to 
meditate and pray (Gen. xxiv. 63) for 

He loves not nature less, 
But God the more. 

He, the God of nature and of grace, and Maker 
of all the great wonders of celestial and terrestrial 
creation, is raised infinitely higher in the soul's 
estimation, by the sober study of his mighty works ; 
for " the earth is fuU of the goodness of the Lord," 
whilst the " heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament sheweth his handy work." 
Therefore, when he considers the heavens which 
God hath made, the moon and the stars which he 
hath ordained, he is constrained to say in the littie- 
ness of his existence, '' What is man that thou 
&rt mindful of him, or the son of man that thou 
viaiteat Mm" And thus it has the salutary effect 
of Slaking him lower than ever Vn\ua o\ni^^\kisA.- 
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tion, and establishing the greatness of God in 
self's stead. And though the bright luminary of 
the skies, still kindles an animating warmth by 
its shinings, yet Jesus, the greater glory of the 
heaven of heavens, shines brighter in the soul ; 
and so brilliant is this everlasting light of Israel 
to the anointed eyes of the redeemed, that 

" Ten thousand thonsand suns are dim 
In lustre, when compar'd with him." 

For he is the brightness of the Father's gloiyi 
and there is nothing create, or uncreate that can 
compare with this. Moreover, even nature itself 
with all its wonders and mysteries, sinks into no- 
thingness before him ; for '^ his glory is above the 
earth, and God hath set it beyond the heavens ;" 
all is to wax old, whilst he alone endures. Nature, 
and all created things, are clothed in the sable 
garments of mourning as to futurity, whilst he is 
covered with increasing light from hour to hour. 
Fire and vapour of smoke from the bottomless pit 
shall blacken the air and discolour the heavens' 
fair face. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood ; the elements melt with 
fervent heat ; every mountain and hill be removed 
out of place ; the earth also, and the works therein 
shall be burned up, the wicked hurled down 
into hell, and all become vast nonentity, cleared 
away by God's besom of destruction at the bright- 
ness of his coming, to make room for the bursting 
glories of the " new heavens and new earth, where- 
in dwelleth righteousness." Jesus, who ia * G<vi!^ 
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salvation,' shall then reign for ever and ever. 
This God is our God, believer in the Lord ; 
and our deadness unto sin and life unto righte- 
ousness here, is the earnest of our resurrection 
unto eternal life hereafter, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

To this joyous felicity in Jesus, the writer is now 
aspiring, being raised up thereto by the same power 
that raised up Jesus from the dead. And to this 
heavenly aspiration, this " hope of eternal life" 
he is quickened in apprehension by the confirm- 
ing testimony of the continued work of the Lord 
within. " Being confident of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun the good work in him, 
will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ.'' 
Confidence, therefore, was confirmed by this mer- 
ciful deliverance at the hands of the Lord. The 
idol of his heart was destroyed by the power of 
God, to whom be all the praise. 

Thus was the work effectually* done — and the 
year 1848, the most eventful for many centuries 
in casting the fates of the nations, and causing 
the rapid fulfilment of scripture predictions ; was 
characterized as the " year of jubilee" to the 
writer's soul, wherein the burden of his * besetting 

* '< Self glory" fiides and all the creature's pride, 
With every foolish sin that fain would please us ; 
When by th* anointing Spirit, 
God sinks their senseless merit; 
And shows His saving worth : — then let me hide 
^^yname and/ame, to spread the " ¥jliib of Jesus.'' 
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sln^ was removed; the slave released, and he 
returned unto his possession and family. 

Glory to God in the^ highest for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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